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General Overview of the Work

Importance and relevance of the research topic

In the national goals for general education (on which the
national curriculum is based), it is clearly stated that
equipping with functional skills, like with any other skills,
should be attainable for all students. In the mentioned goals ,
in their turn, the most important principle of the Salamanca
Declaration is considered which is about on equal access of
education of students. Considering all this, in the footprints
of education reforms in Georgia, inclusive education is
actively introduced and is based on such fundamental
principles as: ,,Education accessibility, protecting children’s
rights and ensuring their social adaptation, as well as
recognition and respecting differences” (MWRATR —test
handbook, p3). In most of the cases, students with specific
educational needs require additional support to acquire the
skills which are necessary to function independently in
society. These skills can be self-care, movement, purchasing
products, daily activities, functional, academic skills
(reading, writing, math skills). These skills can be mastered
by designing and offering programs with relevant content
and goals. (Tkeshelashvili, 2021, pg 6). The focus of our
research is directed and narrowed to the process of
development of writing skills in students having learning
disabilities. Brandari, Goyal, Kirk, Kusmauli, Biddle,
Bowers, Talcott, Reed, Gagoshidze, Tkeshelashvili, Isakadze,
Kurtsikidze, Chincharauli, and others offer relatively deep
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and comprehensive studies on this type of violation. If we
take into consideration the fact that a person's learning
disability continues throughout his whole life, it becomes
clear how important it is to promote the development of his
academic skills with a reasonably planned teaching
methodology, and at the same time, to help him too fully
settle in society.

From the materials we have processed, it becomes clear
that a systematic study of this problem has not yet been
conducted in Georgia and it is a novelty for the Georgian
educational space.

Thus, in researching the development of writing skills in
students with learning disabilities, our main focus is to
methodologically support the pedagogical strategies offered
to students with learning disabilities for the development of
their writing skills at the primary level of general education
(V-VI grades).

The aim of the dissertation thesis is: Research of the
Development of Writing Skills of Students with Learning
Disabilities at the Primary Level of General Education (5-6
grades).

General Research Question: =~ What kinds of strategies or
methodologies can be selected that will have a positive
impact on the development of writing skills of students with
learning disabilities? Therefore, the tasks of our research
were determined

1. Searching secondary information in connection with
the issue:
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0 General review-analysis of Georgian publications and
handbooks (among them materials before reforms and after
reforms) existing around the development of writing skills in
pupils
0 review-analysis of publications and handbooks about
the development of writing skills in pupils having learning
disabilities (by Georgian and foreign authors)
2. Collaborating research methodology and instruments
0 creating research design and defining/co-operation
target schools and vulnerable groups (teachers and students)
I Sharing the foreign experience of the self-regulation
strategy - modifying it on the Georgian reality and
preparring for piloting
3. Empirical research, processing and analysis of the
obtained results, determining the relevance of the research
hypothesis and research results

4. Developing conclusions and recommendations
Research Object: the process of development of writing
skills of students having learning disabilities in Telavi region
public schools
Research Subject: developing writing skills in students
having learning disabilities

Research Hypothesis: The usage of a methodological
framework of self-regulation in lessons with students with
learning disabilities will have a positive impact on the
development of students' writing skills.

Reseacrh methodology and methods: Within the framework
of the research topic, to identify the problems related to the
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subject to be studied, to discuss the results of the research in
a systematic context, we defined the research methodology
In order to study the problem in depth, following the
literature review, we conducted qualitative researches, for
which we used research instruments:

Desk Research:

a) Review-analysis of published publications and textbooks
about students' writing skills in public schools of Georgia;

b) review-analysis of the scientific literature about the
development of writing skills of students with learning
disabilities

c) MWRATR test approved in Georgia and the persepctives
of its usage in Georgia for evaluating students’ academic
skills

d) Analysis of the foreign experience of the methodological
framework of self-regulation created to encourage the
independence of students

e) Modifying the Self-Regulation = Methodological
Framework for Encouraging Student Independence to
Conduct Empirical Research

Research respondents: students of V-VI grades, School
teachers and special education teachers

Principle of selection: we made a targeted selection of public
schools of Telavi district, in particular, we searched for
research in all schools where students with learning
disabilities study in grades V-VI, and accordingly, based on
the informed consent of their guardians, we conducted
research with them . In addition, in order to obtain the valid
results of the research and to discuss them in different
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aspects of the research, we selected the teachers of the
Georgian language and literature and special education
teachers who work in these schools.

Empirical Research: Intervention for developing writing
skills in students having learning disabilities.

Scientific novelty of the research:

Methodological framework of self-regulation was not used
with students in public schools of Georgia. The research is
almost entirely an attempt to share advanced practices of
foreign researchers and teachers and adapt them to the
Georgian reality.

Theoretical and practical value of the research : The
research conducted within the framework of the thesis will
add theoretical and practical value to this field itself; Our
modified methodological framework of self-regulation and
the results obtained from its application can be used by
researchers, educators and scientists working on this topic
Structure and volume of dissertation thesis: The structure of
the thesis is the following: abstract (in Georgian and English
languages), contents, introduction, 2 chapters with
corresponding paragraphs, research, applied scientific
literature, internet resources, appendix. The instruments
(questionnaires) used during the research and the obtained
data are attached to the paper as appendices, where the
anonymity of the respondents is fully protected. In the
introduction, the relevance of the issue is reviewed, research
objectives are given, research questions and hypothesis are
presented; The research framework and the sequence of
tasks are given. In the first chapter Theoretical foundations
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of the development of students' writing skills in students
with learning disabilities there are four paragraphs. In the
first paragraph

In general, the attitude towards the formation of students'
writing skills is reviewed in the works of scientists before
and after the reform in the field of education and in the
textbooks published after the reforms. The paragraph clearly
states that the methodology supported by the researchers of
Soviet education was mostly focused on students' acquisition
of declarative knowledge, although there were always
healthy thinkers in the educational space who, when
discussing the mastery of students' writing skills, imagined
equipping students with academic and functional skills as a
united process. Paragraph represents an introduction for
discussing the development of writing skills in students with
learning disabilities, the conversation on which logically
continues in the second paragraph: The disorder of learning
disability and the difficulties of developing writing skills in
the students of 5th-6th grades. Here, the work of Kirk,
Brandal, Goyal, Reed, Lineman, Togresen, and others is
reviewed to establish a precise definition of this type of
disorder and their opinions are strengthened with DSM-5
and ICD-10 international classification system definition.
The paragraph also deals with the following:

0 About the general characteristic of dysgraphia

0 About phonological and phonemic skills of students
with learning difficultiesl

0 About the models of intervention of learning
disability
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The intelligence of a student with a learning disability, in
most cases, varies within the norm, therefore, it is possible to
help students with a learning disability to receive a quality
education and engage in public life with wisely planned and
guided interventions. The third paragraph- instruments
directed to evaluation of academic achievement of students
with learning disabilities - MWRATR test-refers to the
usage methodology of approved test in Georgia . Fourth
paragraph-Curriculum adaptation and general interventions
for students with learning disabilities - carries the concept
that supporting curriculum adaptation-modification is
regulated at the legislative level “Students with disabilities
today have the opportunity to study in general education
schools, get functional knowledge, flexible, academic and
transferable skills-oriented curricula, at the same time, be
full participants in the educational process and be able to
fully reveal their potential" (Legislative Bulletin of Georgia,
2010).

The second chapter: self-regulation-major functional skill of
students-contains three paragraphs. In the first paragraph:
supporting self-regulatory learning and  encouraging
students’ independence, theories are discussed which
support students’ self-regulatory behaviors and scientists’
opinions about students’ self-regulation in learning are
given. Strategies for developing students' self-regulation
skills are briefly described. In the second and third
paragraphs: Foreign experience of using self-regulated
strategies with students with learning disabilities and
modifying the methodological framework of self-regulation
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for students with learning disabilities, Foreign models of
self-regulation strategies are given and a methodological
framework is created by modifying them, which we have
prepared for conducting empirical research for students with
learning disabilities. The third part of the thesis presents the
research activity: Intervention for developing writing skills
in students having learning disabilities, where, in the
introduction research methodology and design is defined. In
order to conduct a multifaceted research data and valid
analysis, we used the principle of research triangulation. In
particular, to exclude additional influencing factors on the
process, simultaneously with evaluating students with
MWRATR test (pre and post research) we conducted
questionnaire survey with subject teachers and special
education teachers, investigated students’ individual study
plants , observed on the lesson of Georgian language and
literature for identification real work of students with
learning disabilities. In the part of the research, results and
analysis are given. From subject teachers and special
education teachers very interesting opinions and tendencies
have been revealed, which are given in the conclusions and
recommendations of the dissertation.

Intervention results: As it is seen in the comparative result
of MWRATR pre and post researches, in case of 6 students,
after interventions planned and implemented by us, little
progress of developing students’ writing skills have been
achieved. In particular, during the assessment of students'
academic (writing) skills, their raw scores (the number of
correct answers) increased in all cases. It is true that the
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deviation from the norm of their development is fixed in the
same interval, but it was expected and in two semesters,
given the specificity of their disorder, we did not expect
important development of writing skills. However, the
increase in raw marks in the case of all students and in the
written transfer of what has been heard should be
considered as the result already achieved. (diagram 1).

Pre and post Resaerch

diagram 1.

The analysis of the use of a self-regulated methodological
framework in the process of teaching Georgian language and
literature in the 5th-6th grades with students with learning
disabilities, which we conducted on the basis of pre- and
post-MWRATR tests of the assessment of students' writing
skills, confirmed the hypothesis expressed in the
introduction of the paper.
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The final results of the qualitative research conducted by us
represent the data collection and analysis of the cases of six
students with learning disabilities. Therefore, data analysis is
not subject to sharing.

Our main goal was to identify, as a result of the research,
some tendencies in the development of their writing skills as
a result of using a methodological framework of self-
regulation with students (as is often the case in qualitative
research) and to prove the positive results of using this
intervention.

Conclusions:

To succeed, students with learning disabilities require
early identification, timely specialized assessments, and
interventions that comprise the home, school, community,
and workplace.

We created and piloted useful and research based
interventions for students with learning disabilities:
“implementing self-regulatory strategy (SRSD)
methodological framework with students with learning
disabilities which represents 6 stage model and its usage
with students having learning disabilities has positive
outcome for developing writing skills

Recommendations:
It is important for subject teachers to promote the use of

self-regulation strategies with students with disabilities
during various activities, which will contribute to the
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progress of academic skills, as well as being able to control
their own behavior and emotions.

It is important to follow the sequence of stages when
using the self-regulation methodical framework.

The methodological framework of self-regulation can
be used in the performance of tasks in any subject.

Observation shows that it is difficult for the subject
teacher to thoroughly work with the whole class, especially
in the case where there is more than one SEN student in the
class. It is noteworthy and important that the teacher has an
assistant in the classroom, so that the teacher can effectively
work with students with learning disabilities on the goals
defined by the National Curriculum.

General outcomes of the research were published in the
following journals:

1) Maka Sidamonidze , Shorena DzamukaSvili ., STUDY OF
WRITING SKILLS IN STUDENTS WITH LEARNING
DISABILITIES®, International Scientific Journal Theoretical
& Applied Science., p-ISSN: 2308-4944 (print) e-ISSN: 2409-
0085 (online), DOI: 10.15863/TAS

2) Maka Sidamonidze, ,,PRACTICAL RESULTS OF A
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Participation in International Conferences which were
published in the collection of papers:

1. XII International scientific-methodological
conference “Actual Problems of Learning-teaching and Up-
bringing”;  Research of professional work of Special
education teachers with the students having learning
disabilities (on the example of Telavi Municipality Public
Schools); June 7-8, 2024, Kutaisi, Akaki Tsereteli State
University

2) IT International Conference: ,Education, Research
Practice” ,, National Curriculum and current handbooks of
Georgian Language” (5th - 6th grades); Telavi 28-29.09.2018

3) IV International Conference: ,Education, Research
Practice® “The research of writing skills of students with
learning disabilities in the upper level of primary school (5th
- 6th grades) “, Telavi 07.10.2022
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