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General Overview of the Dissertation

Today, English is acclaimed as one of the main communicative language all
over the world. As far as it is the most commonly spoken language, it is impossible to
deny or ignore its great importance in the modern global world.

Writing is an important part of communication. Having good writing skills
gives us the opportunity to communicate to a much broader audience than face to face
or telephone conversation. Teaching Foreign language writing is related to many
difficulties. Dealing with these difficulties is often a great problem for language
teachers, as well as for learners. The reason, of course, is the traditional method which
is used to teach writing skills at universities.

To deal with this problem the blended learning approach is represented in our
work, as an alternative to the traditional method of English language writing teaching
which makes our research urgent.

The object of our study is searching the difficulties of teaching writing with
traditional methods at the Faculty of Humanities at Gori State Teaching University and
finding the method which could help the development of students’ motivation and
therefore to manage the process successfully .

The goal of the study is to determine and form the ways and strategies which
will make teaching foreign language writing more effective and interesting.

In accordance with the general purpose of the research the following
objectives are set:

1. In psychological respect: to match the learning process to the learners’ age
peculiarities and also to reveal the factors that will help to increase the learning
motivation.

2. In methods of teaching respect: to examine the effectiveness of the
blended learning approaches in the process of teaching foreign (English) language
writing.

3. In pedagogical respect: to study and analyze the pedagogical factors, which
play an important role in the process of teaching foreign language writing.

The following research methods have been used in dissertation:

- Literature review of existing pedagogical and psychological sources on

the research topic;
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- University teachers’ and students’ surveys to investigate their attitudes towards
the traditional writing teaching method and towards using computer
technologies in the educational process;

- A students’ survey to determine their motivation level in the process of
learning English writing skills with the traditional method;

- A students’ survey to determine their motivation level in the process of
learning English writing skills with the blended learning approaches;

- Testing before the experiment, in the middle of the experiment and after the
experiment to determine the students’ writing skills level;

- The pilot and then the main experimental teaching using blended learning
approaches in teaching writing;

- Mathematical treatment and statistical analysis of results of the tests and the
questionnaires;

The problem of the research: The problem was revealed after the first
placement testing, which showed that the students had a certain level of English
language writing skills, but their knowledge did not correspond to the level on which
they were at that moment. In order to find a solution to this problem it was necessary
to find and implement such approaches, which would help the students to overcome
the mentioned difficulty.

The hypothesis of the research and the forecast:

The efficiency of teaching foreign language writing skills to university students will
be significantly increased and at the same time the students’ motivation will be improved, if
students’ writing skills are developed with the blended learning approaches.

We should have found out the difficulties which we come across at universities
while teaching writing and should have found the ways and methods which would
considerably increase teaching efficiency at universities.

Based on the above definitions, the forecast appears as follows:

The method used in teaching writing skills has an impact on the level of the
writing skills development. If the method is properly selected, high motivation and
optimal learning results are achieved. Thus, effectiveness of teaching foreign language
writing will significantly increase and at the same time the students' motivation will
develop if writing skills will be taught with the blended learning approaches.

Thus, the following propositions are given to be affirmed:

Using blended learning approaches in teaching writing skills
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* will increase the efficiency of teaching

 will promote student motivation

Scientific novelty of the dissertation:

The blended learning approach which is discussed in the dissertation is novelty
for European and American schools, however, it is actively implemented in the
educational process and more and more schools are using it for their own purposes.
As for the Georgian Universities, the survey carried by us has shown that the English
language teachers are less familiar with it and that’s why the method is not used in the
learning process. Also there are rare cases of individual usage of computer
technologies. Given the fact that integration of internet and digital technologies in the
teaching process are still rare, with the introduction of an alternative such as blended
learning, University teachers will be given the opportunity to change the way they
have been historically taught and communicated with the students. In this field there
have already done many researches by European and American scientists (Bonk &
Graham, 2006; Garisson & Kanuka, 2004; Sharma & Barrett, 2007; Whittaker, 2013;
Marsh, 2012). Though it should be remarked that there are almost no scientific
literature in Georgian language.

Thus, the method definitely has a scientific value in Georgian educational
reality and its implementation will make the learning process more interesting and
varied.

The theoretical value of the dissertation:

- The approaches of teaching writing skills are discussed (Harmer, 2001; Nunan, 1998;
Raims, 1983);

- The age and psychological characteristics of the students are analyzed;
(3mambPsodzoo, 2005; »bbsdg, 1947; Harmer, 2007);

- The role of motivation in the development of writing skills is highlighted (Ellis,1997;
Dornyei, 1998; Gardner, 2001);

- The problem of efficient teaching of writing skills is represented and the solutions to
this problem are proposed (Sokolik, 2003; Wang, 2004);

- The difficulties for the effective implementation of blended learning are named
(Sharma & Barrett, 2007; Marsh, 2012);

- The roles of the student and the teacher and their relationship forms in blended

learning process are examined (Marsh, 2012; Jones, 2007).
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The practical value of the dissertation: The practical recommendations have
been worked out in the dissertation. The recommendations are aimed for University
English language teachers, however, they may be useful not only at Universities but
also at any types of educational institutions. They are suggested for wider application.

The structure of the dissertation: The dissertation contains an
introduction, 3 chapters, conclusions, recommendations and references. There are 12
sub-chapters in the first chapter, 7 sub-chapters _ in the second chapter. In the third
chapter pedagogical experimental pacing and the results are described. The
dissertation contains questionnaires, test samples and tables as well. The dissertation
consists of 140 pages.

Chapter. 1.Pedagogical and psychological aspects of teaching writing
skills (Scientific review of the literature).

1.1. The role of the English language and its usage area. Knowledge of
English as an international language enables us to communicate not only with English
native speakers, but also with people all over the world.

1.2. Writing and its role in our daily life. The role of writing as a powerful
means of communication in our daily life is discussed. Writing gives us the
opportunity to communicate not only with our contemporaries but also with our future
generations.

1.3.Characteristics of writing. Characteristics of writing and the features
which make it different from speaking are represented. The ideas of Gogichaishvili
(2006), Harmer (2001), Ur (2006) and others are provided.

1.4. Importance of writing in foreign language teaching. We are talking
about the role of writing as a powerful means in the process of foreign language
teaching. In this process writing represents one of the important component, which
helps the learner to study the language thoroughly.

1.5. The goals of teaching foreign language writing skills. Teaching writing
is very important at all levels of foreign language learning. In this chapter the goals are
named which are achieved at different levels of language teaching.

1.6. Approaches to teaching foreign language writing skills. The approaches
are discussed that are used to help students improve their writing skills.

1.7. Difficulties in teaching writing skills. Writing is considered as the most

difficult skill for language learners which requires the most time to learn. In this
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subchapter the difficulties faced by language learners are highlighted. The ways of
dealing with the problem are also proposed.

1.8. Foreign language learners’ errors and their correction in writing.
According to popular opinion error correction and giving feedback is an essential part
of teaching writing. In this chapter different approaches of Gray (2000) and Truscott
(1996) are provided who consider correction writing errors ineffective and they also
approve this idea.

1.9. Psychological characteristics of the student age. When teaching writing
students’ different ages with different characteristic are to be taken into consideration.
Students with different age have different characteristics. So, the items and approaches
relevant to the age are to be chosen with great attention.

1.10. Motivation and its role in foreign language learning. The sub-chapter
deals with the importance of foreign language learning motivation. The types of
motivation and the ways of its development are discussed.

1.11. The role of motivation in learning writing. The paper deals with the
importance of motivation in the writing process and the idea is demonstrated that
internal motivation plays a very important role in the development of writing skills.
The opinions of Duan lan Bing (2011) are given to increase motivation at different
stages of writing.

1.12. Conclusion. Conclusions are made after discussing the first chapter.

Chapter. 2. Implementing blended learning in teaching writing.

2.1. The history of blended learning and the definition of the term. In this
subchapter the history of blended learning origins and the fields of its usage are
discussed. Different definitions of the term are provided.

2.2. Blended learning advantages over the traditional teaching methods.
The ideas of different scientists are given who speak about the advantages of blended
learning over the traditional methods.

2.3. Approaches of implementation blended learning in the classroom. It is
described how to practically implement the blended learning approach into the
learning process. Different examples are given.

2.4. The roles of a teacher and a student in teaching writing skills with
blended learning approaches. Blended learning is student oriented in its nature. In
this sub-chapter the roles of a teacher and a student are defined in the process of

teaching writing skills.
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2.5. Difficulties of implementing blended learning in the learning process.
Blended learning, as any other language teaching method, has its difficulties. In this
sub-chapter we are talking about the difficulties that we encounter in the learning
process connected to the implementation of the blended learning which represent the
great advantages to the teacher.

2.6. Effective model of teaching writing with the blended learning
approaches. Blended learning model is worked out which is meant for teaching
general English writing.

2.7.Conclusion. Conclusions are made based on the second chapter.

Chapter. 3. Research methodology.

3.1. Teachers Survey. Before the experimental studies survey of teachers was
conducted. The goal of the survey was to determine their attitudes towards teaching
writing skills with the traditional method and using computer technologies in the
learning process.

3.1.1. Participants. The survey was conducted at two Universities: Gori State
Teaching University and llia State University. 50 teachers participated in it.

3.1.2. Procedure. Questionnaires were distributed to the teachers at Gori State
Teaching University and the teachers of Ilia State University completed the electronic
versions of the questionnaires.

3.1.3. Results. According to the results, most of the teachers thought that their
students didn’t like doing writing assignments; The most of them also considered that
their students didn’t have the knowledge of writing corresponding to the level of
studying.

3.1.4. Discussion. The analysis of the survey results reaffirmed the
imperfection of the traditional approach to teaching writing and the need for
innovation.

3.1.5. Conclusion. After the teacher survey analysis we concluded that it
would be appropriate to conduct an experiment to find out how much more effective
could be teaching writing skills with blended learning approaches.

3.2. Student Survey. Before the experimental studies survey of students was
also conducted. The goal of the survey was to determine their attitudes towards
teaching writing skills with the traditional method and using computer technologies in

the learning process.
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3.2.1. Participants. The survey was conducted at two universities: Gori State
Teaching University and Ilia State University. 100 students participated in the survey.

3.2.2. Procedure. At Gori State Teaching University questionnaires were
distributed to the students, and at Ilia State University students filled out the electronic
form of the questionnaires.

3.2.3. Results. The survey results showed that the majority of the students
were not satisfied with their level of writing skills and they thought that the main
reason of this was the method by which they were taught at University.

3.2.4. Discussion. The analysis of the survey results indicated that the majority
of students have a positive attitude towards the innovation and they would meet
implementation of blended learning approaches in the learning process with great
interest and expectation of better results.

3.2.5. Conclusion. After analyzing the students’ survey results we concluded
that it would be appropriate to conduct an experiment to find out how much more
effective could be blended learning approaches in teaching writing.

3.3. Experiential learning. The aim of the experiment was to check the
hypothesis worked out by us.

3.3.1 Short-term experiment. Mini-experiment was conducted at Gori State
Teaching University in 2014-2015, which lasted for 8 weeks (two months). The third
year students of the two parallel groups of the faculty of humanities took part in it. In
each group there were 12 pupils. Before the experiment they wrote diagnostic tests
which showed that they had the equal knowledge level.

The both experimental and the control groups had 4 lectures per week. The
textbook was also the same for the both groups _Inside Out. Intermediate. By Sue key
& Vaughan Jones. Both of them were taught by the same teacher.

Experimental group students performed their writing tasks electronically, the
task was shared with the teacher. The corrected assignment was again sent to the
students with the appropriate comments. The maximum point was 10.

Two months later, the students were tested again. The experimental group
students showed better results compared to the control group, that confirmed that
using computer technologies while teaching writing can have a positive impact on the
development students writing skills.

3.3.2. Long-term experiment. The long-term experiment began in September
2015 and lasted for 15 weeks.
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3.2.2. Participants. Participants of the experiment were the third year students
of the two parallel groups of the faculty of humanities at Gori State Teaching
University. In each group there were 12 pupils.

3.3.2.2. Training materials and experimental teaching in the experimental
and control groups. Both the control group and the experimental one had 4 lectures
per week and textbooks, in the both groups general English course was taught with the
same textbook _ New English File. Upper Intermediate. By Clive Oxenden and
Christina Latham-Koenig. In the control group the students wrote their homework in
notebooks. They read the assignments in class. The teacher also gave them the oral
comments and also orally evaluated their works. Experimental group students were
sent the theoretical material about the same issue that was explained at the lecture via
Google Drive platform. Theoretical material was accompanied by the sample task. The
students shared the assignments with each other. Finally the teacher corrected them.

3.3.2.3. 1, I, and 111 testing during the experimental teaching. Diagnostic
testing was carried before the experiment , during the experiment and after its
completion.

3.3.2.4. Results. The experimental group testing results differed from the
control group testing results in favor of the experimental one.

3.3.2.5. Discussion. The graph clearly illustrates that the experimental group
students improved their writing skills during one semester, which is an indicator of the
efficiency of blended learning approaches. In the second and the third testing,
compared to the first one the students’ writing skills were significantly improved.
They made less mistakes and rarely repeated them in the next assignments.

3.3.2.6. Conclusion. Thus, we can conclude that the experimental group
students’ writing skills were more developed than the control group students’. They
really improved spelling, made less grammatical and lexical mistakes, used
punctuation marks more correctly and also organized the texts much better.

3.4. Student motivation research during the experimental teaching.

3.4.1. Survey. In order to measure the impact of blended learning teaching
on the students’ motivation before the experiment, in the middle of the experiment and
at the end of the experiment we conducted a survey of students.

3.4.2. Participants. Twenty-four students participated in the survey from the
faculty of Humanities at Gori State Teaching University _ twelve students from the

experimental group and twelve students from the control one.
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3.4.3. Procedure. Before the experiment, in the middle of the experiment and
after the experiment the students filled out the same special questionnaire form made
by us according to Ashley Payne (Payne, 2012) Academic Writing Motivation
Questionnaire (AWMQ).

3.4.4. Results. The survey results showed that the motivation of the
experimental group students significantly increased during one semester compared to
the motivation of the control group students.

3.4.5. Discussion. The students’ first survey revealed that external motivation
was more typical for the students. At the beginning of the experiment all of them
claimed that learning writing was only an obligation for them. The results of the
second and the third surveys showed that the students’ motivation was significantly
increased in the experimental group compared to the control one. It was also evident
that the usage of blended learning approaches developed student’s internal motivation.
According to their answers doing writing assignments became funnier and more
interesting to them.

3.4.6. Conclusion. Thus, according to the results of the students’ survey we
can say that the students' motivation significantly increased in the experimental group
compared to the control one, which was due to the usage of blended learning
approaches.

Conclusions and recommendations. To sum up the discussed issues,
conclusions and practical recommendations are elaborated:

1. Before implementing blended learning approaches in the classroom it is necessary
to plan the process thoroughly in order to get optimal results. Properly chosen
combination of face to face learning and e-learning will allow us to make advantage
of each environment and avoid their weak points.

2. 1t would be better if the teacher finds the electronic materials appropriate to the
course in advance and uploads them. This will make it easier to work in the future,
as far as the material will no longer be to search before each lesson.

3. It is necessary that the assignments were checked and detailed feedback was given
timely by the teacher. It will help the students to focus on the mistakes and to repeat
them less in the future.

4. Teachers should be constant in search of innovation. They should choose the most
appropriate form of blended learning, which will be tailored to the needs of the

students.
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5. Students like when they speak and write about the topics that are related to their real
life and experience. This issue should always be taken into consideration when
choosing a topic of the writing assignment.

6. A teacher should encourage students to write in English in real situations.

7. It is important to take into consideration students’ ideas and interests.

8. Workshops and training courses are recommended for teachers in order to give the
them opportunities to learn about blended learning approaches, as a novelty, which
meet modern teaching and learning trends for making the learning process more
effective and successful.

Research limitations. The research carried by us, of course, has great
importance but it would be more preferable to carry large-scaled research in order to
get more accurate results.

Using Academic Writing Motivation Questionnaire by Ashley Renee Payne
(Payne, 2012) for determining students’ motivation level might be considered as one
of our research problem. The questionnaire was intended not for measuring students'
motivation while teaching foreign language writing with blended learning approaches
but for more general purposes.

As the researches show blended learning has great future and soon it would be
discussed not only to implement this approach or not, but how to implement it more
effectively. Thus, in this field many researches are to be held in future.
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