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General Description of the Dissertation Work

The actuality of the topic: The number of researches in
the direction of education sociology has increased in Georgia
recently, which aimed at the observing and analyzing the
ongoing reforms. It is natural that the involvement of
Georgian education system in the united educational space
has changed its development indicators. Being member of the
European family means that the current processes at the
educational institutions should be relevant to the standards
and demands, which are stated by the leading universities and
education systems. In particular, the reforms in education
system has demanded the transfer from the lecturer-oriented
teaching to the students’ oriented-teaching, which
implementation needs the diverse, irreversible process
development, for example:

» Content, qualitative and structural improvement of
curriculums;

> The transfer of the traditional educational methodology
and the adjustment to the new needs;

» Personnel trainings and their general transferable skills
strengthening;
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» Teaching and research freedom;
» Programs’ internationalization.

These main tasks, which have been implemented to
respond to the new European challenges, and sometimes
define the indicators of the reform processes.

In the modern world, the globalization process is being
formed through the international economic and cultural
links. It is not debatable that education will not be stayed
besides these processes. The Bologna Process means the
globalization of education system. Georgia joined the
countries of Bologna Process during the Bergen Summit in
2005, which, on one hand, is the basis of reforms in the
education system, and on the other hand, it is the East course
manifestation selected by the post-revolutionary government.
The main important changes for Georgia, which have made
its education system policy different from the system policy
before Bologna Process, are the following:

1. Quality assurance standards development and its
compliance with the European level;
2. Recognition of the Georgian diplomas that contribute to

the Georgian professionals’ integration in Europe;

28



3. Implementation of different exchange programs, which
provide the students’ and teachers’ mobility to the
world’s leading universities.

The mentioned changes are defined in the direction of
general Georgian education system.

It was worth to research the reflection of the mentioned
processes at each university, how the advantages of the
Bologna Process are considered in Georgia? Whether are its
main principles implemented?

The Georgian higher educational institutions are
obliged to implement the main principles of the Bologna
Process. The internationalization and students and lecturers’
international mobility with other issues is the main
dimension of the Bologna Process.

We think that the modification of the university
curriculums in the effective implementation process of those
tasks and its adjustment to the European demands are one of
the strongest tools.

The dissertation work is dedicated to the research of
the curriculums’ modification and its impact on the students
and lecturers’ European opinions formation on the example of

Iakob Gogebashvili Telavi State University.
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Therefore, the goal of the research was to define
whether the curriculum transformation has had the impact
on the students and lecturers’ opinions formation at Telavi
State University after the Georgian education system joined
to the Bologna Process.

The following hypothesis was defined: If the
university curriculum formation is processed in the way that
students receive the general transferable skills in compliance
with the European standards with the actual knowledge, then
it has the impact on the students and lecturers’ European
opinions formation and their internationalization process is
more accelerated.

The scientific novelty of the research: The conception
of curriculum, structure and content aspects was established
in the Georgian education system after the educational
reforms. It is complete different from the pre-reform
curriculum, and it is a quiet new conception; and therefore,
its research has not been conducted in as systematic as
contextual direction.

The research object: The curriculums of Iakob

Gogebashvili Telavi State University.
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The research subject: The research of the curriculum
formation and its impact on students and lecturers’ pro-
Europeanness formation at Iakob Gogebashvili Telavi State
University.

The main objectives of the research: Due to the main
goal of the research, the following objectives were defined
and implemented that contributed to achieve the goal:

» Conducting the structural and content analysis of the
pre-reform curriculum and post-reform curriculums at
the Georgian higher educational institutions;

» Studying the statistical data of students and lecturers of
Telavi University, their experience and opinions, who were
participants of international mobility during 2006-2017;

» Defining the similarities and differences between the
local universities’ curriculums and foreign universities’
curriculums;

» Studying and analyzing the items of the curriculum, which
are oriented on the students’ knowledge in compliance with
the European education standards, and contribute to the

implementation of the international mobility;
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> Finding out the positive parameters of international
mobility in the opinion of students and lecturers, which
then have the impact on their mentality;

» Conducting the empirical research works, which proved
the stated hypothesis.

The empirical researches: Focus group, depth interview,
questionnaire survey.

The research methodology and methods: For the
identification and systematization of the studied problems,
we have defined the diverse methodology of the research; in
particular, for studying the problem in details, we have used
the qualitative and quantitative researches. The following
research methods and tools have been used:

1. Analysis of the resources and scientific literature;

2. Content and structural analysis of the pre- and post-
reform university curriculums;

3. Questionnaire survey of students and lecturers with the
open, closed and semi-closed questions, focus group,
depth interview with students and lecturers.

The quantitative analysis of the research data was
conducted with the special system “Survey Monkey” and

statistical program SPSS.
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The research tools:

1. Research of the quality of educational programs on the
example of lakob Gogebashvili Telavi State University.

2. Research of the impact of curriculum aspects on the
students’ European opinion formation.

3. Research of the participant students of exchange programs
about the curriculums of higher education;

4. Qualitative research of participant lecturers of post-
doctoral programs at Telavi State University.

The practical importance of the research: The
researchers conducted within the dissertation work are
mainly empirical researches; thus, the findings, conclusions
and recommendations of the dissertation thesis are useful for
university administration, lecturers, researchers, education

workers and any stakeholder.

Summary of the Dissertation
The dissertation work includes the introduction, three
chapters, nine paragraphs, conclusions and recommendations;
the bibliography. The dissertation is printed 141 pages. Around
the dissertation work four scientific articles and one thesis for

the international conference are edited (see the list).
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Chapter I — Internationalization — The Main Dimensions
of the Bologna Process and Georgian Education System
includes three paragraphs. In the first paragraph — The
Scientific Research of Education System Internationalization,
there are given the opinions about internationalization by
Maning, Night, Ellingboe, Adams, Tskhadaia. In the second
paragraph — The Main Indicators of Georgian Education
System Internationalization, there is described the engagement
of Georgia in the Bologna Process and the changes in the
Georgian education system (transfer to the three-stage
education; working out the standards of quality assurance and
its compliance with the European level; recognition of
Georgian diploma, which contributed to the Georgian
professionals’ integration into the Europe; different kinds of
programs were implemented, which supported the students’
and teachers’ mobility to the world’s leading universities. The
third paragraph — The Legal Requirements and Procedures of
Georgian Universities' Establishment and Sustainability in the
Education Space describes the “Georgian Law about Higher
Education” (adopted on December 21, 2004), which regulates
the  educational = and  scientific-research  activities

implementation process of higher educational institutions in
34



Georgia, the higher education management and financing
principles and rules, defines all the status of all the higher
educational institutions, and the rule of their formation,
activities, reorganization, liquidation and accreditation.

Chapter II — The Structural and Content Aspects of
University Curricullum Modification consists of two paragraphs.
Paragraph I — The Main Tendencies and Statistics of Students and
Lecturers’ Mobility, where the international mobility is considered
as one of the central components of internationalization. The next
paragraph The Analysis of Georgian Pre- and Post-Reform
University Curricullums describes the educational systems and
curricullum structure of pre-reform period; their comparative
analysis has been conducted, where the prior parameters are
defined, which contribute to the students’ European opinions
formation and development.

Chapter IIT — Research, which includes the analysis of
the several researches that have been conducted within the
dissertation in order to check whether requirements of the
Bologna Process are implemented at lakob Gogebashvili Telavi
State University; in particular, what kind of transformation
occurred with the university curriculums during the last ten

years, and what kind of support students have in the direction
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of curriculum in the point of Bologna Process divisions, such as
students and staff's mobility, and the internationalization in
general. Within the qualitative research, the depth interview
was conducted with the targeted audience of university post-
doctoral students of university. The third chapter includes four
paragraphs — 3.1. Students’ Assessment of Lecturers of Telavi
State University describes the research, which was conducted
at the Faculty of Education Sciences of university in the Spring
(April, May), in 2015. The research aimed at evaluating the
lecturers by students. The research found out that lecturers of
the faculty try to practically use the modern teaching
methodology defined in the curriculums during teaching
process. 3.2. Analysis of the Students’ Opinion and Satisfaction
of Some Aspects of Curriculums. The further research, which
aimed at evaluating some aspects of curriculum and, therefore
defining the students; European opinion formation, was
conducted in the autumn, in 2015. The duration of the
research was 3 months. As a result of the research, there was
founded out that the students’ rights are mainly protected at
Telavi University. In addition, due to the research, lecturers
actively use the modern methods during the lectures, such as

group work, presentation, electronic teaching methods,
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projecting teaching, etc. However, during the general
evaluation, it has become obvious that the most of surveyed
students partially like and partially do not like studying at
their universities. Therefore, there are given their relevant
recommendations. 3.3. The Research of International Mobility
Participant Students’ Opinion about Curriculums at Telavi
State University. Within the research, we have studied the
Telavi University students’ experience and opinions that were
the participant of international mobility during 2006-2017. We
have found out the similarities and differences between the
curriculums of local and foreign universities; according to the
analyses there were defined the students’ and staff’s
international mobility positive parameters, which have the
influence on their European opinion formation. 3.4. The
Qualitative Research of Participant Lecturers of Post-Doctoral
Researches at Telavi State University. In this paragraph, the
qualitative research implementation stages and analysis are
described. Due to the analysis, we can say that research
participants at the post-doctoral level, who participated in the
international mobility, clearly understand the importance of
internationalism, when we talk about the advantages of mobility.

They considered their participation of this program as the
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acquiring with the modern teaching methods, increasing the
academic contacts, good possibility of integration in the global
educational space, and the most important — the best tool of
modern European opinion formation.

Thus, the general framework of the curriculums of Telavi
State University is structurally and contextually built so thatin
case of its implementation, with the actual knowledge students
got acquired with the general-transferable skills in compliance
with the European standards. In this specific situation, it has
the impact on students and lecturers’ Pro-European opinions
formation and internationalization process acceleration.

The modification of curriculums relevant to the
Bologna Process, which contributes to the institution’s
internationalization with its expected findings, is being
processed slowly but permanently; and it contributes to the
European opinion formation among students and lecturers.
This is conditioned with increasing dynamics of their wish and
possibilities to participation more in the internationalization
process of education, and to become the full members of

European educational space.
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Main Conclusions and Recommendations of the Dissertation

1. The high qualified education is one of the main factor of
competitiveness of modern competitive institutions. The
state development is greatly depended upon the high quality
of education.

2. Providing graduated with the high qualified education is the
main action strategy of the educational institutions. This
priority of their activity is defined by the global,
competitive market demands, and it is already the
irreversible process.

The internationalization with its content is the systematic
process, and its implementation needs the administrative
and financial assistance.

3. The internationalization of education system includes the
educational institutions arrangement, management and
administration, where the high level relations are possible
to be implemented at the international level. It may be the
students and lecturers’ exchange at the international level,
joint teaching and research planning of the same level,
holding conferences, joint program creation and
implementation, different kinds of cultural, sport,

educational activity implementation that aims at further
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development of relations, etc. At the same time, this is not
the good will of a university, but the minimum state
standard and requirement.

The education internationalization is recognized as the
respond of the educational institution to the increasing
globalization by the various researchers. This is the
permanent process of the international aspects
establishment in the school and university life.

As the internationalization is perceived as the process that
subordinates to the classical strategic planning process
(Shewhart Cycle), which includes the use of resources and
stages, such as strategic planning, implementation,
monitoring and development.

The reforms in the direction of internationalization and its
successful implementation contribute to the universities to
become the full participants of European educational space,
to attract more foreign students of as the regular as
exchange programs, to recognize the European universities’
credits, to approve own credits in Europe, to contribute to
the professors’ and teachers’ exchange, to implement the
joint programs, projects, researches, to attract more

financial and human recourses, and finally, to contribute to
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the increase of education quality and successful
employment process of graduates.
The authorization and accreditation standards of Georgian
universities need the completely different planning and
implementation of educational process. It needs to be
considered as the human and material-technical resources as
the modification of teaching-learning and evaluation
strategies, which help students to result the desired
outcomes. And the effectively modified curriculum is the
main condition of receiving the authorization-accreditation,
and the warranty of establishment of universities in the
united educational space.

Thus, the university curriculum transformation and
authorization-accreditation processes are interrelated.
The academic and administrative staff of Georgian
universities clearly recognize the importance of
internationalization, when they talk about the advantages of
students and professors’ mobility, they mention that at first,
it is the possibility of acquiring with the new knowledge,
experience and practical competencies for students, and the

teaching and educational course structuring modern
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10.

methods, as well as the effective way of make new academic
contacts for professors.

The primary structural and contextual analysis of current
curriculum shows that the program is oriented on students,
there are comnsidered its individual and cognitive
possibilities, intellectual taste, individual professional
development opportunities. Its components, teaching and
learning methodology, courses with the contextual meaning
and expected outcomes are focused on the students to
receive not only actual knowledge, but also to analyze the
importance of this knowledge, to transfer it into the
practical applied knowledge. Moreover, a student should be
equipped with the general-transferable skills, which
contribute to the successful employment and career at the
local and international level. Such kind of opportunities
pre-reform educational programs do not have.

The actual knowledge is not transferrable by students and
does not subordinate to the share and development as the
local, as international level if it is not supported with the
practical useful skills; and it is forgotten and has become the
“cluster” of completely useless facts and formulas. This is the

demands and standards, which obligation Georgian
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12.

education system took since the Georgian educational
system jointed to the Bologna Process, and contributed to
the European opinions formation basis in the Georgian
education system. Therefore, the modern curriculum is built

on the above-mentioned.

. The post-doctoral international mobility participant staff

understands the importance of internationalism, when they
talk about the advantages of mobility. Their participation in
the program for them meant to acquire with the modern
teaching methods, academic contacts development, and that
is the most important — the best opportunity for the healthy,
modern European opinion formation.

The students/lecturers’ international mobility effects on the
European opinions formation in Georgia have not properly
studied, and there are very little researches around the
mentioned issues. Therefore, it is necessary and very
important to do the systematic data collections, the
engagement of Georgian universities, and therefore, the
increase of the number of research participants. This makes
the research findings more solid, systematic and wider, and
the research results analysis defines the problem content

and solution ways for public.
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13. Students’ knowledge is not based on the facts, as it was

considered pre-reform curriculums, but it considers its actual
knowledge understanding, its practical use and transferrable
skills formation, such as skills of using the knowledge in
practice, making conclusion, communication, learning skills
and values. This is the general transferrable skills, which are in
compliance with the European requirements and standards,
and contribute to the graduates being realized and employed

at the international labor market.
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