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GENERAL DESCRIPTION OF THE DISSERTATION

Actuality of the research: The involvement of the Georgian education system in the
Bologna process caused the necessity of the systematic reforms in the system: the formation of
three-stage system at universities, strengthening the especially priority directions, among them is
continuous education, or so called “life-long learning”, which create the efficiency in the
worldwide education system reform processes. Here, in the parallel of the educational reforms,
the priority direction is defined as at schools, as at high educational institutions that means - the
access to the education for all the people at any time of life, which is regulated in Georgia with
the country’s legislation and is in compliance with the Bologna process and modern European
educational standards, is one of the obligatory activities for general and high educational
institutions. As our research showed, Ltd “Chaglar” educational institutions, which were
founded in Georgian during 90s, have been still implementing their educational activities
successfully and are in complete coordination with the standards of the Ministry of Education
and Science of Georgia. They (schools, colleges and a university) respond with their many good
educational activities to the state policy on the life-long learning implementation. Defining
whether the systematic and conceptual approach exists towards the issue, which will increase the
efficiency of the life-long learning implementation, is the main goal of the research conducted
within our dissertation work.

Due to the above-mentioned, we have defined the main research question:

“What kind of condition exist in the Ltd “Chaglar” educational institutions in Georgia that
make education accessible for any person despite the social status, which will keep the life-long
learning possibility?”

The goal of our research is to study the strategies and approaches at the Ltd “Chaglar”
educational institutions (schools, lyceums, a high educational institution) in Georgia, which
define the high quality of life-ling learning implementation.

The research object is - the Ltd “Chaglar” educational institutions (schools, lyceums, a
college, a high educational institution) in Georgia.

The research subject is — studying the life-ling learning at the Ltd “Chaglar” educational

institutions in Georgia.
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The research hypothesis is — if the administrative and financial support for the life-ling
learning policy at the “Chaglar” educational institutions will be systematic and conceptual, its
efficiency will be increased.

The main research tasks:

e To define the life-long learning concept generally and conceptually;

e To work on the Georgian educational system policy in the context of life-long
learning;

e To define the future perspectives of educational relations among Georgian and
Turkish republics;

e To study all the strategies, theoretical and practical activities of the Ltd “Chaglar”
educational institutions in Georgia, which will contribute to the increase of life-long
learning quality;

e To conduct the practical researches, which prove our hypothesis to respond to the
main research question.

The research methodology —is to analyze the legislative regulations about life-long
learning in Georgia and Europe, and the works and research materials of the field specialists:
Gugushvili, Natadze, Kubetsia, Tkemaladze, Hamilton, Darling, Hammond, Wilson, Oensy,
Valeski, Delorsi, Jeff, Smith, Zeldin, Ferris, Gerber, Robonson and Smither, who had the impact
on our research in the life-long learning.

The research methodology and methods — While discussing on the research
methodology for studying and reliability of the data, we have used the approbated research
method of triangulation, which means to use the different research methods for reaching the
desired result. In our case, in the parallel of theoretical researches, we have used the
questionnaire survey and interview with the people somehow related to the network (pupils,
parents, graduates, teachers, etc.). The questionnaire included as closed questions to get the
quantitative data, as open questions that gave the possibility to do the qualitative analysis based
on the accumulated data. The data collected by us was worked out in the computer program
SPSS, and its defined error was 3, 6%.

The research instruments are the following:

e The European legal regulations and Georgian current situation analysis in this direction;
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e Research expedition in the funds of cooperation profile; studying the leading experience,
and document of Turkish and Georgian profile funds’ effective strategies, their
theoretical and practical activities;

¢ Quantitative and qualitative analysis of the research data.

The effective implementation of any issues needs the complex and systematic approach,
which one of the strongest instruments is the united information basis. We should highlight that
during our dissertation work planning, we did not plan to pay attention to the information basis,
and we only assumed that the united database would interconnect and unify the whole network
of “Chaglar” educational institutions and their action. The questionnaire survey showed the
necessity of this kind of database.

The scientific novelty of the research - is that this kind of systematic research of the
above-mentioned educational network in the context of the life-long learning has not been
conducted. Thus, we think that the mentioned work is the guide for the researchers and
education workers.

The practical importance of the research - We think that the research results will be
useful for the network institutions to plan the development activities and for other institutions to
increase the life-long learning quality. In our opinion, our research results, in particular the data
of “Chaglar” educational network activities’ statistical data on the life-long learning, are very
important for stakeholders of the Georgian education system policy to discuss the educational
system reforms; they can use the mentioned data as one of the successful experiences of
education system policy in the direction of life-long learning and share as in Georgia as at the
international level.

Within our research work, the theoretical part of the researches was prepared at the
Department of Educational Sciences, the Faculty of Educational Sciences, lakob Gogebashvili
State University. We have used the printing funds and electronic basis of the university library.
And the practical part of the research was implemented in Telavi, Tbilisi, Batumi, Kutaisi, and
Rustavi, where the work of the Ltd “Chaglar” educational network was studied.

We have conducted two researches.

At first, we have conducted the qualitative research, which one of the main instruments

was the structured interview. Among the target interviewees was not considered only the people
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who are somehow connected with the network. For the polyhedral research we selected the
people, who have been in touch with the network for 23-year functioning period in Georgia
(studied, worked, participated in the activities, was a parent, was hosted by one of the
institutions of the network, or she/he hosted the network for the international communication
development, etc.). Within our research, we have recorded 20 interviews and worked on the
data. The second research covered the questionnaire survey, where 100 pupils, teachers, parents
and network related people. In the questionnaire, there was given the closed questions to receive
the quantitative data, and open questions that helped us to do the qualitative analysis based on
the data. The questionnaire data collected by us was worked out in the computer program ISIS,
and its defined error was 3, 8%. The researches proved the hypothesis stated at the beginning of
the research.
Summary of the Dissertation

The dissertation includes: introduction, three chapters, ten paragraphs, final conclusions
of dissertation and recommendations, and the bibliography.

Chapter I — “The Scientific Research on the Georgian Educational Policy in the
Context of Life-Long Learning” (two paragraphs).

Paragraph | — “European Experience of Life-Long Learning, Main Aspects and
Recognition Procedure of Non-Formal Education” — includes the definition of the term “life-
long learning”, identity definition of non-formal education, we have studied the recognition
procedure of non-formal education. In the paragraph, we have analyzed the European supporting
document, such as bologna process, Bergen Summit, Leuven, Prague, London communiques,
which define the strategy of implementation of “life-long learning” at schools and universities.
There is given the European experience on the life-long learning.

Paragraph Il — “Life-Long Learning Context, its Implementation tendencies and
development Perspectives in Georgia after the Bologna Process” — analyzed all the possible
contexts in details. According to the general definition, the life-long learning is a wide concept,
which covers the educational, social activities and programs, such activities can be the
educational programs to acquire with the different degrees, professional courses, which does not
consider any degree, professional trainings for employees, official courses for personal

development, etc.
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However, according to the social context of the life-long learning, the “service” of “life-
ling learning” may consider the non-formal and informal education recognition/validation,
different kinds of advices, management and consulting, instructing, mentoring, tutoring,
assisting in the academic activities, learning the foreign languages, etc. Here, we see the
problem that due to the life-long learning’s social context, the “calculation” of the researches id
not done and therefore its recognition is also a very big problem. In the paragraph, we have
discussed the current situation in Georgia, statistical data on the professional education, which is
the main instrument of life-long learning; here is analyzed the very important document “Life-
long Learning Strategy” that is ratified by Georgia, and the development perspectives of this
kind of education in Georgia.

The first paragraph ends with the conclusion that for the effective life-long learning
policy development by Georgia, the European experience should be shared, which establishes
the systematic approaches in this kind of education, and provides the proper administrative,
legal and financial support for schools and universities.

Chapter Il — “Chaglar” Educational Network Policy in the Context of Life-Long
Learning Implementation” (6 paragraphs).

Paragraph | — Georgian —Turkish Cultural-Educational Relations and Future
Development Perspectives — includes the relations and development perspectives between
Turkey and Georgia from 90s to today.

Paragraph 1l — “Chaglar” Educational Activities Review and Institutions in Georgia —
describes the existence, short history and all the institutions that nowadays function in Georgia, those
are:

» Demirel Private School in Thilisi since 1993;

» Rashid Shaheen Friendship Lyceum in Batumi, since 1994

» Demirel Private Primary School “Skhivi” and Demirel Kindergarten in Tbilisi, since
2003;

» Niko Nikoladze Lyceum in Kutaisi, since 2004,

» Nikoloz Tsereteli International School in Thilisi, since 2006;

> Rustaveli School in Rustavi, since 2007;

» David Agmashenebeli Primary School in Marneuli, since 2011.
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» International Black Sea University, since 2013

Paragraph Il — Education Management of the “Chaglar” Educational Network,
Schools, Lyceums and Colleges in the Life-Long Learning Implementation Context. In the
paragraph, all the effective, educational activities of network schools, lyceums and colleges for
the life-long learning education policy implementation are described. Those are:

» Some field and/or general skills (competencies) development short and long courses,
trainings, programs and projects for schoolchildren and teachers;

» Information technologies, foreign languages, public relations, teachers’ professional
development;

» Activities for satisfying the pupil’s and teacher’s personal intellectual interests or
“hobby”, and simultaneously to take a place in the society in the following fields: art,
music, theatre, cinema, art history, world culture, sport, etc.

» Professional orientation and career planning programs at schools.

Paragraph IV — Strategic Line of Life-Long Learning Implementation at the
International Black Sea University, at the Highest Level of “Chaglar” Educational
Network in Georgia. Here are given the legal documents of life-long learning policy and
relevant practical activities at the International Black Sea University. These issues at the
university gives us the impression about the life-long learning implementation in the university.
It is strategically planned and reflected in the documents, and works as the continuous system.
Our attention was paid to the life-long learning internal activities and education of the
university, which include the following courses:

» Research methods;
Computer sciences;
Electronic course preparation;
Project writing;
Management;
Language courses;
Curriculums, syllabus preparation;

Credit system

YV V.V V V V V VY

Science Management, etc.
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Paragraph V — “Financial Maintaining Mechanisms of Life-Long Learning
Implementation at the “Chaglar” Educational Institutions”. The main attention is paid to the
funds created to support the life-long learning implementation at “Chaglar” network, which will
provide the finances to implement the life-long learning policy for the network institutions.

Paragraph VI — “The Concept of the Information Basis Formation at Ltd “Chaglar”,
as the Supporting Conditions for Systematic Approach to Life-Long Learning”. While
working on the dissertation and analyzing materials, the lack of network was defined. Materials
are sometimes fragmentary, and did not cover the whole network work, the web-pages of the
institutions were not working properly, there was not the access to the information of
institutions. In order to improve all the mentioned, in the paragraph, there is given the united
information basis model, which make the united network work of “Chaglar” more systematic,
academic and effective.

Chapter 111 — Research.

Paragraph — Narrative Researches: Interview about the “Chaglar” Educational
Network. During the research planning, we have decided to use the triangulation method, as the
triangulation methods in the education system can be used for variety and complexity of the
issue in order to see the issue from more than one side, and uses both data — quantitative and
qualitative. We liked the idea to study the issue, moreover we have found out that the attitudes
of the interviewees were only positive, and it does not give us the possibility to discuss the weak
sides for improving the future activities of the network.

In order to find out the qualitative dynamics of the life-long learning policy of Ltd
“Chaglar” educational network, we have conducted the qualitative research, which one of the
instruments was structured interview. For the polyhedral research, we have selected the people,
who were somehow connected with the network in Georgia during its 23 years functioning
period (studied, worked, participated, was a parent, was hosted, or it was a host during the
international relations implementation, etc.). Within our research, we have recorded more than
20 interviews and worked on the retrieved data from the interviewees.

After the interviews, we have concluded that the administration of institutions’ network

Is permanently oriented on success, effective educational management considering the state’s
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priorities, which are implemented at the local and international relations, and focuses on the
pupils’, students’ and lecturers’ incentives and continuous professional and social development.
Paragraph Il — Questionnaire Survey. The survey was conducted among the people,
who are somehow connected with the network (pupils, parents, graduates, teachers, etc.). In the
questionnaire, there were given the closed question to receive the quantitative data, as well as
open questions. As we see from the questionnaire survey analysis, the target group members are
well-informed about the current processes at the Ltd “Chaglar” educational institutions, in
particular the activities supporting the life-long learning policy at schools and universities.
Moreover, the target group members do not have any status; among them are pupils, teachers,
parents, politicians and just the interested people. If we consider the general results, more than
half of them are not only informed about the current educational and sport-cultural activities, but
they can also do their identification according to the activities, and in many cases even

participate in the planned activities.

Final Conclusions and Recommendations

1. The life-long learning is a wide concept, which covers the educational, social activities
and programs, which are adjusted for the personal physical and intellectual abilities and
demands that can be implemented at any age.

2. Life-long learning is a targeted desired action, which means not only the qualification
increase and professional development, but also satisfying the intellectual demands and
interests (hobbies).

3. It is important to discuss the life-long learning in so-called social dimension, as the
learning for the whole life means as the professional as personal development that can be
connected with other fields of social life, such as social activities, art, etc.

4. For the effective life-long learning policy development by Georgia, the European
experience should be shared, which establishes the systematic approaches in adult’s
education, and provides the proper administrative, legal and financial support for schools

and universities.
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10.

a)

b)

The orients of the life-long learning effective implementation presented by us, which are
the part of state educational policy; it will be permanently developing and effective if it is
permanently planned with continuous cycle, and the implementing activities are defined
with the systematic conception format.

We can conclude that the administration of institutions’ network is permanently oriented
on success, effective educational management considering the state’s priorities, which
are implemented at the local and international relations, and focuses on the pupils’,
students’ and lecturers’ incentives and continuous professional and social development.
The charity fund budget, which financially supports the “Chaglar” educational
institutions, is not big and its work is not structurally perfect, but the fact that schools and
universities have other financial support behind the budget is very good and contributes
to the effective life-long learning implementation. It is proved with the European
experience; according to it, the strong administrative and financial management decision
is very effective.

The effective implementation of any issues needs the complex and systematic approach,
which one of the strongest instruments is the united information basis. During our
dissertation work planning, we did not plan to pay attention to the information basis, and
we only assumed that the united database would interconnect and unify the whole
network of “Chaglar” educational institutions and their action. The questionnaire survey
showed the necessity of this kind of database.

Any kind of educational network (unity of more than 10 institutions with different
status), which has the systematic approach to the issue, is more known structure in the
united educational space and increases its own success indicators with the effective use
of this instrument.

As the result of systematic planning and implemented activities of management’s united
educational system, it is possible to reach the objectives of life-long learning policy, such as:
Developing the cooperation with the “Chaglar” educational network institutions and
other educational, scientific, financial organizations, ministries, funds;

Coordinating the implemented and implementing activities of the network institutions’

international relations;
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c)

Informing the society about the activities, relevant educational programs (modules,

courses) in the context of life-long learning;

d) Developing the relations with the foreign partners in the united educational training

9)

h)

field, electronic management of professor-teachers’ and pupils’ exchange programs
implementation;
In the interactive regime, consultancies about researches, professional qualification
increase, internship, Olympiads, competitions and life-long learning for professor-
teachers, students and pupils;
Consultancies and information sharing about the cultural-educational events relevant to
the professor-teachers’ professional development social context at the local and
international level;
Informative support for the international internet-conferences, forums, lectures, online
trainings;

Advertising campaign, spreading the electronic versions of brochures, leaflets.

11. The orients of the life-long learning effective implementation presented by us, which are

1)

2)

3)

the part of state educational policy; it will be permanently developing and effective if it is
permanently planned with continuous cycle, and the implementing activities are defined

with the systematic conception format.
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