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L5dMOgd0m BEGHWIBEHS Mg FML{ogErgms 25BN Jombgol Mbstol
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1.1.  osbm gbsBg 3ombzol 3MmEglo. dmEgdmee J3gmoegzdo Lords®Os
30mb3ol  Mml  d0dobstrg  3OM3gLgdBY.  HoMmBmpygbowos  sbgdLMbOU,
2M99GHOL, Bomsgrol, Ldo@ol (Anderson, 2004; Grellet, 1981; Nuttall, 2000; Smith,
2004) 3cbsbMgdgd0 s 2M90080L s Loxmegmol (Grabe & Stoller, 2002) dmgero
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LAHOSBHIR000 35dMYgbgdol 360d369cmds BHgduEol AosBMGOOLL. Fm3gdwos
3Moblol s BJoEOL, AM9godol s LOXMEGMOL, XbBIbol s LomEgMob,
dmb@omol s dgmeol (Collins & Smith, 1980; Grabe & Stoller, 2002; Janzen &
Stoller, 1998; Mokhtari & Sheorey, 2002) o Ubg. dog® 899mmog35Hgdmeo
3w3ll0g3035(309d0.

1.4. ambgd®ogo Udgdol 8608369emds 3ombgol 3MmEgldo. LovBsEI0s
3™bgd6M030 Ldgdol OBy 30mbzol 3OMEgLldo. FoMdmBgbowos fobstrg 3mwbol
3995930900l LoFoMmMgds  Misbm  9bol 993390 Bg  3Jombzolm3z0l
9mbodBogdE 9BHe3bY.
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d6003690m3bs0 9930090l  d30mb3gel  GHIJuBHOL  QosHOGOSL.  S193Y,
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doe05b 3603369 m35600 255BMGdMEo 30mbgzolbmzo.
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3939979099005 ©s1336900.

0530 2. Ibs3mvemo o@gMs@e®s Msbm gbol bfsgmgdolsl. sebodbwyen
05300 B59d5605 ABSBHIMOMIWO WOEBHIMSGIOOL 360369WMdsBY, 30Wb30L OML
Po8mddboe LoMMMWggdHy, 99339000 BY  godmboygbgdger FJoamdgdls o
593H03m090%bY, 3900aMa0lL  OHMEDBY, FoMOMYdJOOL 253990l LyFoMmMYdSDY,
303MYM> 5 LAHYIHOHMS  ITMIOYPOYEJOSDBY  FboAZOYWO  HYuHIOO
3000b30L5d0. 2oMmS 5doLY, FobboEIMwos FbsBHIOMO FBHgduBgdol FgMbgzol
3603H96M099%0.



2.1. 3bs5@3OMEo oGHIMGYOOL 353mygbgdols 360dz6gemds MiEbm gbols
099LFo3¢gegdmsb. Domdmbgbowos dbsGH3mo oG IOSGHMMOL
LOMRAIO0BMBdS  BMAMOE  Jombzol, 3939  xgwmdolL,  3OOGHOIMWO
3BM™36930L, HoMHomo s bbg. Mbsergdol gobgzomasmgdolmgzgob.

2.2. bLEHYEIbBHIOOLS s 39saMPYPOL  ITMIOYOMEYds TboEZMEO
@oBJMsEGMMoL  bfagangdoliseedo. Gmym®mE 39003maq0L, 939 LBEGH¥IbEHIOL
396Ub30390M0 HTIMI0YIYWGds 59300 TbOBIMIO BHgJuBIdoL LHogurols s
bogargdolodo. mwdEs, LEHMIBGHMS ITMI0IdYgdsls  dbodzbgwmgbs
396LsBEZMZL Foliogombo oLy s Lsgzegdol JgmMmEMEMyos. Jobbow oy
Bod5L, ©OBoOoL, Lgmosl, FMmLsdols s 0vbmgol, bgwoswol (Baba, 2008;
Ghazali, Setia, Muthusamy, Jusoff, 2009; Kheladi, 2013) s Ubg. 330930l 8900939d0.

2.3. dsGzOmmo  GgduBgdol 3oombzobsl Hs®mdmgdbowo 3MMdMgIDdO.
OOMWO 5 9MLY0BEHIMGLM  Asbogws, FbTo  godmygbgdmeo  FboGzM o
bgebgd0, 3IMWEGHWOWWOo  bs30MbYd0, 39oRMYMS  FMTDOEIOOL  bo3GIMDdS
dbsB3Meno 0 GIOSGHOHOL LHogegdol bgzg®™do, d30mbggems
99L5dEdEMBIGOOL  sMSLHMOO  Fg@obigds s 3gogmaol  Lfogergdols
5659839dBHM0  80yMIgdo  IbsBH3OWMWo  BH9JuBHJOoL  3JombzoLLL  QeM339w9
06300093905 > 3MMBGI9OL Fo0Tmo9bgb.

2.4. 3953ma0L Mmoo bsEzhwo  GHgduBgool Lsdwmsgmgdoom  gbol
399L(ogengems 255BMmYdmo 3omb3ol gsbgoms@gdols 3MmEglido. dodbowggero
o bo3mgdso Moo  dsboerol 9Bz, LEWMIbGHDY ™mM0gbEoMmgd Mo
39M90ml  99ddbs,  IBsB3GIMEo  B9duBgool  3ombzoLol  HoMFmImdoEo
LoMMIEGgdol  2odM3Egbs s 9B9IGHMMO F0OMYdJOOL 253935, gdlozol
396300056905, LAY godmggbgdols LHogergds, 3M0EGH03MWwo sDBOHM369d0L
bgd9fymds, 59GH03Mmd900L og9aa35/gbbmMmM309w9gds 39WogMyoL JMm35w9Md9dL
Po6m0mo9b9b.
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2.5. 30000mgdgdol 35390l LsFoMmMIDdS 25339000 dBY  TboBzHMEo
@OoRgMsGHMoL  Joombgolsl.  Fo®dmBgbowos  domomgdgdol 253990l
SMBOEJOMdS  FbsBH3Oo  GgduBHolb  Jombgolsl  obyeroboydo  gbols
3933900 bY.

25.1. @gdudolb  LEHOMIGHMOOL 3MmEbol  EILIMBEGIWIE  BsFoMHm
3000mg39d0.  TBOBHZOMWO  WORHIOIGHMMOL  3Jombzolsl 95339000 bY
33090905 39gJuBHoL BEGHMMIEGHIOOL, olo FomMmysboBYdgo gargdgb@gdols
@5 3M5303990 1dgdgdolL Lfogengds. gobbormmos sdgMol (Amer, 2003) dog®
999Mm 00359900 1id93900 S s 3MY0dOL s Lomerg®ol (Grabe & Stoller, 2002)
9096 999m3535H9dwo 30 m9gd@gdo.
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3Gm3gldo 9dLogol ©BSMBEGIS. ©9dbozmeo om0l
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General Overview of the Dissertation

Teaching reading to English language learners is a time-consuming task that
requires a lot of effort, energy, time and hard work from both teachers and students.
Readers sometimes have to realize that despite gradual improvement of reading skill they
still encounter authentic reading materials in real life that are beyond their abilities and
language knowledge.

In order to prepare students for reading authentic materials and to develop their
reading skill, it is necessary to integrate authentic, non-graded texts into English language
teaching. For that reason students need appealing, interesting materials. Literary works
are such kind of materials which can become appealing to students in case of overcoming
difficulties while reading.

Nowadays literary works are not widely integrated in the English language
curriculum in Georgia due to their authentic nature. Therefore, there is a lack of theories
and models, as well as practical recommendations in teaching literary works to EFL
students and reading comprehension development.

Considering the matters mentioned above, the following research problem has
been revealed: there is no detailed information on reading and comprehending literary
texts in the foreign language in Georgia. Also, language learners’ attitudes, abilities,
interests and demands are not widely considered in literature teaching. Besides,
metacognition is rarely found in pupils and students at schools and universities that can be
achieved with the help of strategic reading of literary texts in foreign language.

In order to develop language learners’ reading comprehension a thorough study is
needed to be conducted to research reading processes while literary text reading. It is
essential to take into consideration language learners’ attitudes towards literature reading,
their interests, demands and abilities. It is especially important to find out difficulties that
arise while reading in order to seek and find ways, methods and strategies to tackle them.
These circumstances undoubtedly make our dissertation topic urgent: developing reading
comprehension through literary texts.

The research object is the usage of authentic English short stories among 2", 3"

and 4™ year students at lakob Gogebashvili Telavi State University and studying the
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process of literary texts reading (undergraduate level), also, searching for the necessary
strategies which will help readers develop their reading comprehension.

The aim of the study is a) to describe the reading process of literary texts in
English language, as well as comprehension processes in English language learner’s mind
as thoroughly as possible; b) to research language learners’ attitudes, interests, difficulties
and coping techniques for reading literary texts.

In accordance with the general purpose of the research specific objectives of the
presented work lies in finding the answers to the main research questions:

e What attitude do English language learners have towards reading literary texts?

e What processes take place in an English language learner while reading?

e What problems arise while reading literary texts?

e What strategies do English language learners use?

e Can students read and comprehend literary works independently without help?

e How does reading comprehension improve in the process of literary texts reading?

e What kind of instructions do English language learners need to improve reading
comprehension and how can teachers help them to achieve this goal?

Scientific novelty of the dissertation tends as follows: studying the processes
and difficulties of literary text reading in details that enable us to form a better teaching
methodology and make valuable conclusions and recommendations. In the process of
forming a comprehensive methodology the research takes into considerations not only the
detected difficulties of literary works reading, but students’ attitudes, interests and
demands as well. It also suggests the ways to deal with the arising difficulties. Besides,
the research also revealed the fact that some strategies turn into anti-strategies due to their
ineffective usage that hinder accurate comprehension. Also, development of most
students’ reading comprehension by independent reading is very slow and purposeful
teaching of using strategies effectively is needed.

In order to answer the research questions the presented work utilized qualitative
research methodology, namely, phenomenology. We tried to study the following
phenomenon: reading comprehension of fiction. Studying the issues with this method
among students is new at Georgian educational institutions and universities. To ensure

validity of the study the researcher combined the three following methods:
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e Think-aloud method;

e Participants’ diaries;

e Interviews with the participants.
lakob Gogebashvili Telavi State University 2" 3™ and 4™ year students of

English Language specialty took part in the research.

The theoretical value of the research lies in reviewing the basic following topics:

e Comprehensive understanding of the reading process (Anderson, 2004; Baker &
Brown, 1984; Carrell, 1983; Collins & Smith, 1980; Grabe & Stoller, 2002;
Graesser, 2007; Grellet, 1981; Krashen, 1993; Mokhtari & Reichard, 2004;
Nuttall, 2000, etc.);

e The role and importance of teaching literary texts (Carter & Long, 1991; Collie &
Slater, 1987; Erkaya, 2005; Khatib & Shakouri, 2013; Lazar, 1993, etc.);

e Difficulties in the process of literary texts reading and their dealing methods and
techniques (Alemi, 2011; Banu, 2012; Bobkina & Dominguez, 2014; Kii¢ukoglu
& Arikan, 2011; Lima, 2010; Wu, 2008; Yavuz, 2014);

e Teachers’ role in the process of literary text reading (Al-Mahrooqi, 2012; Carr,
1988; Hsu, 2004; Keshavarzi, 2012; Pushpa & Savaedi, 2014; Shazu, 2014;
Vandrick, 1997; Zhang & Wu, 2009);

e ldentifying essential instructions and a teaching approach to develop students’
reading comprehension (Al-Mahrooqi, 2012; Carter & Long, 1991; Dalmau,
Bobkina, Martes, 2012; Kheladi, 2013; Lazar, 1993; Mckay, 2001; Savvidou,
2004; Vandrick, 1997; Yeasmin, Azad & Ferdoush, 2011).

As mentioned above, knowing the processes that goes in English language
learners’ mind will help teachers considerably in creating a motivating atmosphere for
students. Therefore, reviewing the above-mentioned theoretical issues is an attempt to
consider American, European and Asian experience and research results (Al-Mahrooqi,
2012; Graesser, 2007; Kheladi, 2013; Mckay, 2001; Vandrick, 1997; Wu, 2008; Yeasmin,
Azad & Ferdoush, 2011). They are necessary to organize a successful lesson and improve
students and pupils’ reading comprehension through literary text reading.

The practical value of the study lies in the practical recommendations that are

formulated according to the research results. In particular, different students have
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different attitudes towards literature reading. Therefore, in order to improve their attitudes
and increase their motivation it is necessary to react to their interests, necessities and
arisen problems and difficulties while reading. It is important to do pre-reading activities
and activate prior knowledge, eliminate ambiguity, teach discourse markers and some
grammatical structures and issues, work purposefully on vocabulary development through
practice.

Research results and practical recommendations can be used by researchers and
textbook authors, as well as by lecturers at universities and teachers at high schools.

The structure of the dissertation: The dissertation contains an introduction, 3
chapters, conclusions, recommendations, references and appendices. There are 6
subchapters in the first chapter, 8 subchapters _ in the second chapter. The third chapter
consists of 4 subchapters where the research pacing and its results are described. A DVD
that contains the research participants’ 4 think-aloud sessions and 2 interviews, is
enclosed. The dissertation consists of 180 pages.

Chapter 1. The essence of reading comprehension. In this chapter a reading
process and the following directly related issues with it are reviewed: importance of
having a wide vocabulary, the role of schemata and text structure knowledge, as well as
reading strategy usage.

1.1.  The process of reading in a foreign language. In the subchapter reading
processes are discussed. The ideas of Anderson (2004), Grellet (1981), Nuttall (2000),
Smith (2004), as well as Grabe and Stoller’s (2000) model about activated processes
while reading are provided.

1.2. The Importance of having an extensive vocabulary. The Role of having
an extensive vocabulary in the comprehension process is discussed. We acknowledge that
a part of the vocabulary can be acquired through extensive reading, but purposeful
teaching/learning and doing vocabulary richness exercises are needed.

1.3. Reading strategy usage. The Importance of reading strategy usage in the
comprehension process is emphasized. Reading strategy classifications of Collins &
Smith (1980), Grabe & Stoller (2002), Janzen & Stoller (1998), Mokhtari & Sheorey
(2002) and others are provided.
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1.4. The role of schemata in the reading process. The role of schemata in the
reading process is discussed. Necessity of prior knowledge activation at the foreign
language lesson is emphasized.

1.5. Knowledge of text structure in the reading process. Knowledge of the text
structure and its discourse markers makes text comprehension considerably easy for
readers. Also, usage of graphic organizers enables readers to organize text information.
Therefore, teaching and learning them is very important for successful comprehension.

1.6. Conclusion. Conclusions are made on the basis of reviewed literature in the
first chapter.

Chapter 2. Literature in English language teaching. The importance of
literature, teachers and students’ attitudes towards literary texts reading, difficulties in the
reading process, teaching approaches and some activities, teachers’ role, necessity of
giving instructions are reviewed. Besides, criteria for literary texts selection are discussed.

2.1. The importance of using literature among foreign language learners.
Literature can improve reading skill, as well as it can foster speaking and writing ones,
critical thinking and some other abilities. In this subchapter the benefits of using literature
are emphasized.

2.2. Students and teachers’ attitudes towards literature teaching. There are
different attitudes among different students and teachers towards literature teaching and
learning. However, reading materials and teaching methodology define and shape
students’ attitudes significantly. Researches of Baba (2008), Ghazali, Setia, Muthusamy,
Jusoff (2009), Kheladi (2013) and others, as well as their results are reviewed.

2.3. Problems while reading literature texts. Complicated and unappealing
reading materials, writer’s style and some features of literary texts, cultural issues, the
lack of teachers’ preparation in the field of literature teaching, inappropriate evaluation of
readers’ abilities and ineffective teaching approaches are considered to be obstacles and
problems in fiction reading.

2.4. Teacher’s role in the process of reading comprehension development
through literary texts. Selecting appealing and not very difficult materials, creating a
student-centered atmosphere, detecting difficulties during reading process, giving

effective instructions, developing vocabulary, teaching strategy usage, fostering critical
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thinking abilities, organizing and conducting various activities are considered to be
teachers’ responsibilities.

2.5. Necessity of giving instructions at the lessons in the process of literature
reading. Necessity of giving instructions at the English language lessons while literary
text reading is emphasized.

2.5.1. Instructions for developing knowledge about texts structure. It’s
necessary to teach text structure, discourse markers and constructing graphic organizers.
Some recommended graphic representations of the text structure by Amer (2003) and two
projects recommended by Grabe & Stoller (2002) are reviewed.

2.5.2. Instructions for vocabulary development in the process of literature
reading. Doing vocabulary development exercises are essential at the lessons. ldeas of
numerous authors are suggested.

2.5.3. Instructions for effective strategy usage. Teaching various strategies to
English language learners is very important for reading comprehension development.
These instructions have to include teaching strategy usage and evaluation of effectiveness
of the used strategies. In addition, demonstrating /modeling strategy usage is a very
important part of this process. Then, it is necessary that students use the learned strategies
with the help of their teachers. The last part is using the strategies independently by
students.

2.6. Different approaches and activities at the lessons in the process of
literature reading. In the subchapter different approaches and activities that can be used
at the lessons are discussed. Ideas of various scientists are provided.

2.7. Criteria for literary texts selection. The following text characteristics have
to be taken into consideration when selecting reading materials for students: difficulty and
length of the text, writer’s style, genre, its ability to connect its contents with
contemporary life, cultural issues. However, Collie & Slater (1987) consider a different
criterion more important. According to them, texts must be so appealing to readers that
they can cause engaging them imaginatively in the whole texts and their events.

2.8. Conclusions. Conclusions are made based on the second chapter.

Chapter 3. Research. In this chapter research pace is presented. Also, Research

results are given and discussed.
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3.1. Methodology. In the subchapter theoretical background of phenomenology,
think-aloud method, diaries and interviews, as well as their advantages and limitations are
provided.

3.2. The process of the research. In this subchapter the participants and the
research procedure are discussed.

3.2.1. Participants. The research was conducted at lakob Gogebashvili Telavi
State University. Eight 2", 3 and 4™ year undergraduate students took part in the
research. They all were of the English language specialty students. (The research started
among 10 students, but two of them decided to quit). In order to ensure the participants’
confidentiality letters were given to them according to the alphabetical order (A,B,C...),
where indexes (1,2,3...) represent their year of study.

3.2.2. Procedure. The research was conducted in the year of 2015 (April-June). 4
think-aloud sessions and 2 interviews were carried out. Besides, participants’ diaries were
collected. On think-aloud sessions the participants read the first part of the short story
(approximately 650 words) and talked about everything that was going through their
mind. Their thinking and speaking processes were audio taped and later was listened and
transcribed. The rest part of the texts was read independently by the participants at home.
They wrote diaries and made notes about the following items: what was easy and what
was difficult for them, and how they dealt with these difficulties. Besides, they wrote
contents of the short stories so that their comprehension of the texts would be clear for the
researcher.

As for the interviews, they were used to reveal the participants’ attitudes towards
literature reading, difficulties of the reading process, strategy usage, tendency of their
development and desired pedagogical help and instructions.

3.3. Research results. In the subchapter the research results are provided
according to the used methods. Research information was analyzed according to
typological analysis. Types or themes, as well as subtypes or subthemes were allotted and
information was provided according to them.

3.3.1. Results of think-aloud sessions. Literature reading was not an easy process
for most students, but at least it was the process they were able to overcome. The

participants used various strategies to help them in reading and comprehending although
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they sometimes did not use them effectively. Besides, apart from one participant during
reading processes were less automatic in the participants that hampered fast, accurate and
effective comprehension. However, most participants were able to notice main ideas in
case of increasing reading time.

3.3.2. Research results according to the diaries. Diary notes were somehow
incomplete and the participants did not write thoroughly about used strategies and
difficulties they came across, but they still gave us sufficient information about their text
comprehension. According to the diaries main ideas were seen by most participants.
Some students had difficulties in seeing writers’ intentions and goals. Some students’
comprehension mistakes related with the text content were revealed as well.

3.3.3. Research results according to the two interviews. The participants’
attitudes towards literature reading were different according to the interviews. More
positive attitude and more motivation were revealed in successful students. The
participants named the following specific difficulties they encountered while reading: a
lot of new vocabulary, word usage in contexts unfamiliar to them, difficulties in a)
understanding author’s intentions for writing the text: b) understanding the writer’s
artistic style; ¢) comprehending the parts full of descriptions, and others. They expressed
a desire of teacher’s help in vocabulary, understanding vague parts of the texts, selecting
literary works, teaching strategy usage, providing information about authors, their
biographies and the period which was reflected in the text. However, the students also
expressed a desire to maintain some autonomy in the process of literature reading.

3.4. Discussion. The research revealed that teachers’ involvement and help in the
process of students’ literature reading is necessary. However, it is also crucial to maintain
a student-centered atmosphere. In this process it is very important to teach how to use
strategies effectively, because each of them can either promote or hinder reading
comprehension and turn into the anti-strategy. Teachers need to give instructions on how
to identify ineffective strategies and mistakes in comprehension. Also, they have to
provide information about where to use strategies, and a combination of which strategies
can be effective. In addition, teachers have to provide situations where these strategies

can be used and practiced by their students.
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The processes we found out while reading literary texts support Grabe and
Stoller’s (2002) model about reading processes. However, they are not as fast as in the
first language reading, so short-term memory doesn’t function very well in the process of
combining information into meaningful units. The participants, who have poor
vocabulary, can sometimes comprehend not the whole sentences, but parts of them.

Besides, texts structure and discourse markers, graphic organizers, conditional
sentences and passive voice, vocabulary and its development through vocabulary building
exercises, prior knowledge, first and final parts of texts, authors’ intentions for writing the
particular literary work need to be paid attention. In order to understand what authors
intend to say, students need to find phrases and sentences that describe and express
author’s attitude and ideology. Also, because the successful participants express a desire
of reading longer texts we suggest having a list of recommended additional optional
literary works, from which readers can choose the texts they most like to read.

Conclusions and recommendations. Based on the discussed issues we have
drawn the following conclusions and recommendations:

1. Literary text reading is important to develop reading comprehension and turn
students into strategic readers;

2. Successful readers need less attention and instructions then less successful ones.
Also, successful readers reveal more motivation then less successful ones;

3. Less successful readers also use various strategies and they help them in reading
comprehension. However, in the process of literary text reading some reading
processes need to be faster and more automatic. Therefore, it is important to
develop readers in this regard;

4. Teachers must give instructions, because the tendency of readers’ development
and its pace through reading literary texts independently is slow and insufficient;

5. Teachers must activate students’ prior knowledge. In particular, authors’
biographies and the period during which literary texts were written need to be paid
attention;

6. Reading the first part at the lessons with teachers’ supervision will interest
readers, motivate them and help better comprehension. The rest part of the texts

must be read at home independently by students;

30



7. After reading texts by students teachers must give some instructions. Discussion
must be organized about what authors intend to say. Paying more attention to
important details and some parts that were considered as especially complicated
by students are also crucial. Ambiguity, flaws and gaps that arise during reading
process also need to be overcome and mistakes to be corrected to achieve
successful comprehension.

8. Most Language learners don’t study vocabulary intentionally after looking up for
it. In the process of developing language learners’ reading comprehension
vocabulary building is an important part. Purposeful learning is very necessary
and special attention is needed to it. Also, vocabulary building exercises must be
done to promote learning and acquiring.

9. Teachers must give instructions about text structure and discourse markers,
passive voice and some grammatical aspects. Besides, because of the fact that
some strategies turn into anti-strategies due to their ineffective usage, teachers
must instruct students how to evaluate strategy usage and which combination of
them can be used successfully.

10. Teachers must select materials that are very appealing to students but are not very
complicated. Texts that students interest most are love stories and adventurous
literary works.

11. 1t is desirable that literature reading should be a more automatic process.
Therefore, teachers’ role and involvement into the lesson need to be taken into
consideration. Reduction of teachers’ involvement and their instructions are
desirable along with the development of foreign language learners.

12. Instructions need constant monitoring and evaluating by teachers. In case of
unsuccessful teaching approaches and styles, teachers need to change them
urgently and implement new styles and approaches.

Research limitations and future challenges. In this section research limitations
are discussed. Future challenges and some research areas are also recommended for
successful integration of literary works in the English language curriculum.

References. It consists of Georgian and English scientific literature.
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Appendices. They consist of various researchers’ suggested models and tables
mostly adapted by the author. Also, they include tables that were constructed during the
research period, as well as extracts from the participants’ interviews, diaries and think-
aloud sessions. Besides, a DVD is enclosed where recorded 4 think-aloud sessions and

two interviews with the participants can be found.
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