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The General Description of Dissertation

The relevance of the topic was determined by the fact that no scientific analysis of formation of a unified
Georgian-Turkish educational-cultural space has been conducted yet. In this regard, the present quality is not
enough and needs to develop a concept, which will receive a public recognition of the two countries as partners
and which will be adapted not only in Georgia and Turkey but in Europe and the world. In addition, the
existence of the united educational and cultural space is the basic condition of trust, relevance, mobility,
compatibility and attractiveness.

The Scientific innovation is that the concept of forming a unified Georgian-Turkish educational-
cultural space in Georgia is based on achieving the high level of basic academic quality and cultural values in
the two countries, thus ensuring the satisfaction of stakeholders as social as well as market requirements. These
requirements include keeping the balance in check, innovations, and traditions in the fields of education and
culture, academic skills and social/economic importance, agreed with common educational programs. The
concept includes teaching and research, management and administration of educational-cultural space,
providing educational and cultural services. Based on the research and analysis conducted in the dissertation,
it is obvious that the formation of a united Georgian-Turkish educational-cultural space is systemic. The unified
information system was created, which is realized through the use of modern IT technologies and is a new
approach that we believe to be scientific novelty of the dissertation work.

The object of the research is the Georgian-Turkish educational and cultural institutions.

Subject of research: Development of the concept of forming a unified educational-cultural space based
on scientific research of Georgian-Turkish educational and cultural relations.

The main tasks of the research: Define main indicators and criteria for the formation of a unified
Georgian-Turkish educational-cultural space and means of its effective functioning; Establish a method of
effective functioning of educational and cultural space; Systematization of resources of united educational-
cultural space; Building a concept of information systems that support the effective functioning of the united
Georgian-Turkish educational and cultural space.

Research Methods: Theoretical methods of analyzing and evaluating the educational-cultural space are
used for the research; The methods of building an interactive function implementation system.

Research tools:

=% Analysis of historical political and economic relations between Georgia and Turkey; Analysis of

Georgian -Turkish Cultural Educational Relations;

# Study of experiences of European countries and famous scientific papers in the context of types of
cultural civilizations as intercultural interactions (confrontation, symbiosis, synthesis);

<+ Analysis of Border Civilizations - Barometric, Caucasian, North-Eastern Eurasian, Georgian Turkish
Characteristic (Religiousness, Heterogeneity, Multiculturalism, Lability, Openness, Flexibility, etc.).

<+ Analysis of Orientation on Traditional Values of Georgia and Turkey Educational-Cultural Civilization.
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The Scientific value of the work.

The problem of forming a united Georgian-Turkish cultural-educational space has been studied neither
by Georgia nor by the Turkish scientists. The authors of the scientific works that we have examined are mainly
focused on the cultural interaction, local curriculum and their general trends and development analysis.
Consequently, research on the formation of the united Georgian-Turkish cultural-educational space still
remains an unresolved problem. In addition, there is no unified approach to study this problem. Consequently,
the problem of forming a united Georgian-Turkish cultural-educational space is not reflected in scientific
literature. The solution of this problem will enhance this process, by integrating Georgian-Turkish society into
the cultural and educational field.

All these above-mentioned factors confirm the scientific value of the work.

The practical meaning of the research

The results of the survey can be used not only in Georgia and Turkey but in the educational system of
any other countries. In general the results of the survey will provide with a complete and clear information
about the situation.

Research hypothesis: The formation of Georgian cultural and educational environment will be carried
out if:

e Development of culture and education in these two countries takes place in close cooperation and
integration;

e Cultural-educational organizational and pedagogical conditions are defined and implemented, such as
education, as a socio-cultural institute, the target orientation of development involving social
institutions and other cultural institutions of both countries; Harmonious connections and attitudes
are developed between the objects and subjects of both countries;

e The model of the formation of the Georgian cultural and educational environment is developed,
theoretically justified and implemented, which ensures positive changes in socio-cultural relations

between the two countries.
Contents of the dissertation work

The thesis includes the introduction; three chapters about the quoted literature; Conclusions and
recommendations. The volume of the thesis is 150 pages. There are three scientific articles published in the journals,
one thesis of the International Scientific Conference, and two scientific articles (See the list).

Chapter I - Overview and analysis of cultural and educational relations between Georgia and Turkey
consists of six paragraphs: General content of Georgian-Turkish educational-cultural relations; political and
economic relations of Georgia and Turkey; A new stage of cultural and educational relations between Georgia
and Turkey; Strategic cooperation between Georgia and Turkey; Teaching Georgian language in Turkish
schools; Development of Georgian culture in Istanbul.

A new history of cultural and educational relations between Georgia and Turkey begins after the

restoration of Georgia's independence. It is crucial to mention that both states support this cooperation.
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It is important for them to develop both private and regional cooperation of Georgia and Turkey.

Moreover, the project of regional cooperation prepared by Turkey is positively assessed by the West.

Within the frames of this project, relations between these two countries have a wide range of
development opportunities and these relationships can be successful.

Turkey's support for Georgia's integration into the North Atlantic Treaty Organization means a lot for
Georgia. Turkey calls on all NATO members, to express strong support towards Georgia at Warsaw Summit.
Turkey's Foreign Affairs Committee supports Georgia's implementation of NATO's substantive package and
calls on the members of organizations to make statements at the Warsaw Summit to assist Georgia in the
alliance.

Today, cooperation between Georgia and Turkey has a strategic character and successfully develops in
the political, economic, cultural and humanitarian fields. It is crucial to mention about the energy projects
implemented by the joint efforts of Georgia and Turkey, it is also important to mention about the political
mechanism of Georgia-Azerbaijan-Turkey Tripartite format, which was founded by the Foreign Ministers in
2012 ("Trabzon Declaration").

Cooperation between the two countries continues to be successful in the field of education.

On 9th of September 2014, the Turkish Ministry of Education approved the training program presented
by the initiative group of Georgian Diaspora- "Teaching the Georgian Language for Public and Private Schools
of Turkey for 2014-2015 Academic Years".

These positive changes that are going on in the Georgian — Turkish cultural- education sphere today,
most of all, is a historic event for Georgian residents in Turkey.

In general, it is true that the reforming steps that have taken place in Turkey for the recognition and
promotion of the rights of national and religious minorities indicate a high level of democratic development of
Turkey and will greatly benefit both the Georgian and the Turkish community. The most important is the fact
that on July 30, 1992, a significant document was signed between the two countries: "Agreement on
Cooperation in Education, Science, Culture, and Sport"; "Agreement on Trade-Economic Cooperation";
"Agreement on mutual encouragement and protection of investments"; "Marine Agreement" and identified the
priority directions of cooperation. This is the beginning of a new stage of relations between the two countries,
which has a great perspective and guarantees the strong, equitable relationship and will greatly facilitate the
multilateralization of Georgia-Turkey relations, stability and peace in the region.

Chapter II - Scientific research and analysis of the creation of Georgia-Turkey educational-cultural
space includes eight paragraphs: Analysis of integration of Georgian educational culture into European space;
Practical measures to integrate Georgian educational culture into the European space;

Historical preconditions for forming a united Georgian-Turkish educational-cultural space;

The interest of Turkish historians and Turkish society with Georgian problems; Georgian Culture House in
Istanbul and its historical preconditions; Georgian Art House in Turkey; Language and culture issues in

Georgian-Turkish relations; Turkish educational institutions in Georgia and their international activity.
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The role of Iakob Gogebashvili Telavi State University in the development of Georgian-Turkish
cultural-scientific sphere is significant.

Since 2008, the Doctoral Program in Education Management and Education Sciences has been enacted
at the University. The Doctoral Program has the great interest in the Republic of Turkey. Turkish doctoral
students enrolled in this Doctoral Program led the University's highly qualified professors to start researching
the various problems in the educational system.

It should be noted that a large number of Turkish doctoral students working on research topics have already
defended doctoral thesis at the Dissertation Board of the Faculty of Education Sciences

(Some of them still continue to work on scientific topics) and they are successfully working in various
educational institutions of Georgia and Turkey. We think that this fact is one of the most important
circumstances for the successful implementation of the Georgian-Turkish educational-cultural space. In order
to determine the correct direction of the formation and development of the united Georgian-Turkish
educational and cultural space, first of all, it is necessary to obtain true information about Georgian-Turkish
historical and cultural relations. Then we need to analyze this information and make logical conclusions, in
order to understand what kind of cultural-educational sequences we should take advantage of, how to proceed
with these relationships and what steps we can set for strengthening for further development of this
relationship.

Historical preconditions for forming a united Georgian-Turkish cultural-educational space can be taken
by historians of Turkish and Georgian scholars, which will be the base for the transformation of cultural-
educational relations into a new phase. The latest papers of Georgia-Turkey relations should be extended in
the future as a result of mutual respect and great confidence, which, in our deepest belief, will greatly facilitate
freely sharing their opinions with the priorities of truth and historical justice. For this purpose, scientific
researches need to be expanded in order to develop a modern concept of formation of a united Georgian-
Turkish educational-cultural space.

It is very important to form Georgian-Turkish educational and cultural space for Georgians living in
Turkey. It is clear for everyone that Turkish Georgians have maintained the spoken Georgian language and it
is noteworthy that the Turkish government is already taking care of Georgian language for Georgian
preservation and development. The most important part of the Turkish educational institutions operating in
Georgia, which actively organize various educational and scientific activities, make a great contribution to the
formation of educational and cultural space between Georgia and Turkey.

Chapter III - Conceptual opinions on the formation of a single Georgian-Turkish educational-cultural
space are made up of four paragraphs: the Scientific research of Georgian-Turkish educational and cultural
relations; Theoretical justification for strengthening Georgian-Turkish unified cultural-educational
civilization; Formal-logical model of the formation of educational-cultural space; Research of organizational

and pedagogical conditions for forming a unified educational space.
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It should be mentioned that scientific researches and analysis of the creation of united Georgian-Turkish
educational and cultural space in Georgia and Turkey have never been conducted so far. However, in practical
terms, very interesting work has been done in this regard, which inevitably facilitates theoretical research.

On the basis of scientific research and analysis in the dissertation work we have formed a general
conception of the formation of this space. The quality and vitality of the friendly relations between the states
are directly dependent on the development of cultural education civilizations. Education as a basis for
civilization is a leading socio-mechanical mechanism that ensures the development of public intellect. This is
a cyclic regularity that enhances the dynamics and keeps the nucleus of the descending system (genotype) and
gradually transports it to a much higher level. Consequently, the cultural educational civilization developed
between the States can base new relations and become a major producer of interstate capital. All these dictates,
strengthening the Georgian-Turkish unified cultural-educational civilization as the top priority of the
relationship between these two states.

The orientation of the educational and cultural traditions of Georgia and Turkey guarantees the basic
norms and principles of their agreed functionality. Contrary to each other, one can come here in the two
countries, different educational laws and state standards. As far as our general analysis and current practical
educational interdependence have shown, there is no overwhelming resistance between Georgia and Turkey.
The best example of this is the educational centers in Georgia that were founded on the side of Turkey.

Conceptual formation of a unified Georgian-Turkish educational-cultural space comes from the concept,
or formal-logical idea, the verbalized concept of spatial formation, documented formalized project. The essence
of the idea in conceptualism is not only in its expression but in the necessity of implementing the idea itself,
in actuality, in conveying concrete ways.

The conceptuality of forming a united Georgian-Turkish educational-cultural space should be
strengthened by documentary and recommendation materials. These materials should cover the content of the
problem, which will be drawn up through the scientific analysis of the current situation. We mean the
description of the specific problem that is aimed at solving the project.

Obviously, the tasks should be outlined in the concept, which are specific steps to achieve the goal. As
for the ways and means of implementation of the concept, in this aspect, each specific step for the tasks set out
in the concept should have the general description. In this part of the concept of formation of Georgian-Turkish
educational-cultural space, as well as in any project, it is necessary to predict the expected results presented at

the hypothesis or scientific assumption level.

Due to the fact that Private Demirel College, School-lyceum "Skhivi", Kutaisi Niko Nikoladze School-Lyceum
and R.Shahini Friendship School Lyceum in Batumi have been successfully functioning in Tbilisi and were
the ones who laid out the basis for the revival and development of Georgian-Turkish educational-cultural
relations, we considered it necessary to conduct a research on the basis of these educational institutions that

can be successfully generated.
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We conducted experiments in the context of socio-cultural and pedagogical innovations such as:

educational process and the acquisition of social experiences;

+« Expanding the personal-emphasis characteristic of the mutual co-operation of the participants in the

% Psychological-pedagogical competence of organizers of formation of educational space:

communication and organizational capabilities, high level of project culture and so forth.

< Implementing innovative, united socio-cultural activities of teachers, local and foreign students.

The task of the research is to reveal the possibility of self-exposure to the formation of a single

educational-cultural space.

The effectiveness of the formation of the united educational-cultural space was defined as:

Wy

Educational-cognitive comments;
Communicative competences;
Valid competences

Social competences.

As we have already mentioned, we conducted research on the basis of schools and school- lyceums. The

main reason for such a choice is that these schools, together with their foundation, educate Turkish, Georgian

and other nationalities together. In addition, the pedagogical staff is staffed by both Turkish and Georgian

teachers. All this creates the best conditions for formation and research of Georgian-Turkish educational and

cultural space. The sociological research was carried out in April-June 2015. We were interested in Turkish

and Georgian students and teachers' opinion about our questions. The survey was conducted in three

directions: First Grade, Seventh Grade and Eleventh Grade Students. In addition, the teachers took part in

the study - Table 1.

Tablel.
Pupils Teachers
Number of Number of Turkish Number of Number of Turkish
Georgian students students Georgian teachers teachers
I Class 30 7
VI Class 57 12 6 Q
XI Class 92 10

26



We used the Office Program- Microsoft Excel for processing data. 208 pupils and 57 teachers participated in

the survey. Out of these: 18% are the first graders , 33% are the sixth graders, 49% are the eleventh graders;

Georgian pupils are 86%; Turkish people are 14%; The number of Turkish teachers is 25% of surveyed teachers,

The number of Georgian teachers is 75%. The margin of research was determined by 2%.
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Survey question for the Turkish First graders consisted of with the following questions:
Have you been in Georgia before you become a student of this school (lyceum)?
Have you ever read something about Georgia or heared any story from your parents?
Do you know Georgian?

Do you want to learn Georgian language?

Do you have Georgian friends?

Do you love Georgia?
Survey question for the Georgian First graders consisted of with the following questions:
Have you been in Turkey before you become a student of this school (lyceum)?

Have you ever read something about Turkey or heard any story from your parents?
Do you know Turkish?

Do you want to learn Turkish language?

Do you have Turkish friends?

Do you love Turkey?

Obviously, here (and later) questions are not final and it requires revision. We made this kind of

questions to compare to the seventh and eleventh grades questionnaire data. The answer to the question is

simple and there are two types: yes, no
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The results are the following: (table 2):

Survey question for the Turkish Six graders consisted of with the following questions:

Have you have you ever gone to the excursions in Georgia, since you are the students of this school
(lyceum)?

Have you read the history of Georgia?

Did you study the Georgian language?

Do you have Georgian friends?

Do you love Georgia?

Survey question for the Georgian Six graders consisted of with the following questions:

Have you ever gone to the excursions in Turkey, since you are the students of this school (lyceum)?
Have you read the history of Turkey?

Did you study the Turkish language?

Do you have Turkish friends?

Do you love Georgia?

The results are the following: (table 3):

27



Lol

W N

Results of the Eleventh Class Survey:

Survey question for the Turkish eleventh graders consisted of with the following questions:

Did you learn Georgian or not?

Do you familiarize yourself with the culture and art of Georgia?

Are Turkish and Georgian educational and cultural relations still satisfactory today?
Will you participate in the improvement of cultural and educational links between Georgia and
Turkey?

Do you want to continue learning in any higher education institution of Georgia?

Survey question for the Georgian eleventh graders consisted of with the following questions:

Did you learn Turkish or not?

Do you familiarize yourself with the culture and art of Turkey?

Are Turkish and Georgian educational and cultural relations still satisfactory today?

Will you participate in the improvement of cultural and educational links between Georgia and
Turkey?

Do you want to continue learning in any higher education institution of Turkey?

The results are the following: (table 4):
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Georgian pupils

Turkish pupils
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Table 2.
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Georgian pupils
= Yes = No

Turkish pupils
= Yes = No

Question I
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Table 3.
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Georgian Pupils

Turkish pupils

= Yes = No

= Yes = No

Question I

= Yes = No

= Yes = No

Question II

= Yes = No

s | e

Question IIT

a

= Yes = No

= Yes = No

Question IV

= Yes = No

= Yes = No

Question V

Table 4.

31



Let's now take a comparative analysis of the results obtained from some basic indicators.
Diagram of questions related to the language (Diagram 1). It clearly shows great progress from the first
class to the eleventh grade. A large majority of Georgian and Turkish pupils study the languages of each other

while in the first grade almost they don’t have the knowledge of the language at all.

70
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m _
0 R |
Turkish pupil Georgian Pupil
Diagram 1.

Diagram - 2, reflects the question: Is existing educational and cultural relations between Turkey and Georgia

satisfactory?
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5

0

Turkish Pupil Georgian Pupil Turkish Teacher Georgian Teacher
Diagram 2.

As we can see in this respect the answer is not as unsatisfactory as the pupils and the teachers. This fact
proves once again the relevance of our dissertation work.
The 3rd diagram illustrates the question: Do you want to continue learning in one of the highest

educational institutions in Turkey / Georgia?
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Diagram 4.

As we can see, the interest towards each other's higher education institutions is quite high on both
sides, but there is more interest in Turkish side, which is not surprising since Turks traditionally beat Georgian
educational system and keep it alive. As for the answer to the question: will you participate in the improvement

of cultural and educational links between Georgia and Turkey? It is indicated on the 4th diagram.

The major findings of the Dissertation and

Recommendations

1. The study of theoretical foundations of the formation of the cultural educational environment has
shown us the hypothetical truths we have put into, that the formation of Georgian cultural
environment will be implemented in close cooperation and integration of the culture and education of
these two countries. This provision is based on two phenomenon-the connection of the natural and
objective condition of education and culture. The link between education and culture is a philosophical
category - "values". Therefore, it is the fact that in the content of the dissertation work we have
Georgian-Turkish educational-cultural values in the foreground. As for the social institutions
(educational and cultural institutions), they carry out their functioning on the basis of historically
established cultural, educational and general values between Georgia and Turkey, promote their
accumulation and development, constitute the structural components of Georgian cultural and

educational environment.
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The educational-cultural environment in the dissertation work is discussed between two neighboring
countries as a complex integrated concept, which reflects the practical and theoretical development of
culture and education of specific territories (both neighboring countries) as well as different processes.
In this case, in our opinion, the existence of a unified cultural-educational environment can solve very
important tasks and regulate the process of creating good neighborly and friendly atmosphere between
the two countries.

Based on the laws of the formation and development of the educational-cultural environment, we have
discussed historically and dialectically interconnected processes and structural and content
components for integrating the educational-cultural environment. This fact represents the
methodological aspects of environmental formation and emphasizes the deepening of cultural relations,
the respect for each other's cultural traditions and the introduction of new educational-cultural
achievements and forms.

According to studies, the process of formation of the educational-cultural environment in the subregion
requires different organizational conditions, which actually comprises complex measures focused on
the development of components of the environment as the socio-cultural institution.

Innovative research conducted in our dissertation illustrates clearly the dynamics and activity of the
subregional cultural-educational environment and puts its contents to new requirements. On the
background of cultural and creative activities, the need for the emergence of harmonious relationships
and attitudes between the subjects and objects of subregional environment, will be continuously
developed and sustained. The Effectiveness of the process of formation of educational cultural
environment between Georgia and Turkey is largely determined by structural components and
characteristics of relations and attitudes. This suggests the need for scientific ways to solve this problem,
the use of innovative approaches, less suitable for denial of conservative trends in the modern reality.
The target orientation of the formation and development of the educational-cultural environment as a
socio-cultural institution is the most important topic because it provides socialization and cultural
processes, where we mean cultural broadcasting and distribution between the two countries, its
transition to the descendant from generation to focus on the culture of these countries and their
spiritual life.

The concept of forming a united Georgian-Turkish educational-cultural space in Georgia is a principled
new vision when the educational function attracts cultural functions and integrates them into a unified
cultural-educational civilization.

Based on the long history of Georgian-Turkish cultural-educational relations and the current trends
analysis, it is proposed to use the principle of sociomorphism for the formation of a new cultural-
educational civilization between the two countries, which we consider as a matter of topical and

methodological importance.

34



10.

11.

The thesis discusses materials needed for determining the correct direction of the formation and
development of united Georgian-Turkish educational-cultural space. The advantages are given to
materials on Georgian-Turkish cultural and educational relations based on historical sources.

Joint Georgian-Turkish educational-cultural area of the formation of the concept of this information is
focused on scientific analysis of the logical conclusions of what the cultural pattern precedence, how
to proceed with this relationship and what measures have been set in relation to the strengthening and
further development who wants to move to a qualitatively new phase in the relations.

Conceptual formation of the unified Georgian-Turkish educational-cultural space is the concept of
formation, or formal-logical idea, documented formalized project of verbalized concept of the spatial
formation. The concept of the idea of forming a united Georgian-Turkish educational-cultural space is
considered not only in its expression but in the necessity of implementing the idea itself, in actuality,

in conveying the concrete ways.

The main results of the research were published in the following scientific works

Baris Demir. Project methodology of staff management assistance system of school providing general
education. Thesis II- international scientific conference-computing/ informational technology,
education sciences, teacher education. Batumi 2012

Baris Demir. Conceptual viewpoints of united Georgian-Turkish educational-cultural sphere
formation. International periodic scientific journal “Intellect” #1(48), Thbilisi, 2014

Baris Demir. Historical preconditions of united Georgian-Turkish educational-cultural sphere
formation. International periodic journal “Intellect” #1(48), Tbilisi, 2014.

Baris Demir. Theoretical ground of united Georgian-Turkish cultural-civilization strengthening.
Collection of works, third international scientific conference —computing/informational technologies,
teacher education. Batumi, 2014

Baris Demir. Analysis of integrating Georgian educational culture into European cultural sphere.
International periodic scientific journal “Intellect” # 1(57). Tbilisi, 2017

Baris Demir. Historical overview of Georgian-Turkish cultural-educational relations and new stage.

International periodic scientific journal “Intellect” # 1(57), Tbilisi, 2017
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