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General Outline of the Thesis

Urgency of the research issue: Grigol Orbeliani’s versatile work is close-
ly linked to XIX-century Georgian social life. He was not only a celebrated
general and a civil servant but one of the best writers and an active public fig-
ure. Accordingly, a lot of historical and cultural aspects of Georgian lifestyle
are reflected in his life and creative work.

Grigol Orbeliani’s written legacy combines both artistic and documentary
texts and reflects not only the author’s creative work but also military, state, and
public activities. These writings, as well as his life full of contradictions, reflect
two opposed tendencies: on the one hand, nostalgia for independence, partici-
pation in the conspiracy of 1832, care for the country’s education and cultural
development, and on the other hand, Russia’s participation in the occupation of
the North Caucasus and the loyal service for the empire.

Personal letters and diaries are documentary sources that most profoundly
illustrate the author’s inner world, his attitude towards relatives, acquaintances
and colleagues, as well as towards various topics, historical persons and events.
They provide the most reliable information for the creation of a psychological
portrait of the author, for compilation of the biography and biobibliography, for
the study of life and creativity. Not only the author but also the era is depicted
in the letters and diaries. They are therefore of interest to scholars of a particular
author, as well as to scholars of the source studies and historians.

Since such important material considered by us has not yet been published
in an academic form and much of it is completely unknown to the general pub-
lic, the research is extremely relevant.

The main aim of the thesis: The purpose of this thesis is to provide a tex-
tual and publishing study of Grigol Orbeliani’s letters and diaries. There were
different situations with respect to these two types of materials, which required
a different approach.

Grigol Orbeliani’s personal letters, written before 1865, were fundamen-
tally studied and published academically within the framework of the project
“Epistolary Legacy of Georgian Writers of the XIX-XX Centuries” (see vol-
umes [I-VII). In addition, the concept of academic publishing of letters was
well developed. Accordingly, with regard to the letters, our aim was to study, in
accordance with the same publishing concept and textual principles, the materi-
als of1865, which thereafter would be used in Volumes VIII and IX of the Epis-
tolary Legacy. The research involved reading out the texts from autographs,
dating, identifying individuals and geographical names, and commenting on
obscure passages.
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As for diaries, the situation was quite different. Most of our research mate-
rial here has been already published by other scientists, but not according to ac-
ademic principles. Consequently, our goal was to develop a publishing concept
according to modern requirements and standards, to eventually identify texts,
persons and geographical names mentioned there, and to comment on obscure
passages.

Scientific novelty: As this corpus of letters, we were working on, was still
unpublished and unknown to the wider public, their texts and each result of the
conducted studies are new. The novelty also includes dating dozens of letters,
identifying individuals and doing research for commenting.

As for diaries, we have developed the concept of publishing them aca-
demically; we have identified not just individuals, but dozens of geographical
names and conducted studies for commenting. In addition, we have studied and
brought to the scientific circulation one fragment of an unpublished diary.

Research methodology: The subject of the thesis research is Grigol Or-
beliani’s undated letters written in 1865-1873 and later, and diaries written in
1831-1839. In the process of work, we mainly relied on autographs. We used the
latest digital technologies, textual and source study methods for the research.
The stage-by-stage and stratal method of reading out the manuscript and drawn
by us tables of both typical and atypical patterns of graphemes helped us read
out the difficult places in the texts.

We used the historical-comparative and corpus-based research methods
to identify individuals in unpublished letters and diaries, as well as inductive,
deductive, and creative methods to analyse material intended for commentary.

Dating of letters became possible through digital corpuses. Search engines,
even in large volumes of texts, greatly help in finding a word, a name, or a
number, as well as in conducting a comparative analysis of letters and deter-
mining the time for undated texts. In order to date the cards, we applied various
research methods, including: exclusion, historical-comparative, corpus-based
and graphological methods.

Theoretical significance of the work: The letters and diaries of a prom-
inent writer, statesman and politician Grigol Orbeliani describe real facts and
involve real persons. These texts reflect all trends of the social life: living spo-
ken language, level of literacy and education, everyday lifestyle, customs, re-
ligious traditions, social differentiation, state of the development of art, and
other. Because of all this, they bear an invaluable historical-cultural value and
a fundamental study of this material is of utmost importance.
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To the extent that the work in question is carried out using state-of-the-art
methods and digital technologies, given the contemporary challenges facing tex-
tology and publishing, we believe that its theoretical relevance is undeniable.

Since the research of the issues in the thesis has been conducted using the
latest methods and digital technologies, we reckon that its theoretical relevance
is undeniable given the contemporary challenges facing textology and publish-
ing science.

Practical value of the work: The first part of the texts of the letters,
prepared by us, has already been published in Volume VIII of the Epistolary
Legacy, and the results of our studies on dating, identifying individuals and
commenting have been used in the scientific apparatus. The second part of the
letters is being published in Volume IX of the Epistolary Legacy and the results
of our research on dating identifying and commenting will be used in its scien-
tific apparatus, as well.

The concept we developed for academic publication of diaries will be used
in the academic edition of Grigol Orbeliani’s works prepared by Shota Rustave-
li Institute of Georgian Literature, while the results of our textual research on
identification of unknown persons and geographical names and commenting on
obscure passages will be used in the scientific apparatus.

To summarize, our studies have been used as a basis for one academic
volume of Grigol Orbeliani’s writings and will be used in two more such vol-
umes. Accordingly, Georgian readers will be provided with three academically
prepared volumes based on our fundamental research.

Structure of the work: The thesis consists of 152 computer-assembled
pages. It consists of an introduction, 4 chapters (22 paragraphs) and conclu-
sions. The first chapter presents the written legacy of Grigol Orbeliani, the his-
tory of its publication and research; The second chapter discusses the histori-
cal-cultural significance of documentary genres; The third chapter outlines the
textual studies of Grigol Orbeliani’s letters and diaries; The fourth chapter deals
with publishing studies related to the publication of letters and diaries. The
work is accompanied by the reference (205 units), archival materials (57 units),
and a 24-page appendix related to the study.

Appraisal of the thesis: The provisions related to the issues in the work
have been presented to the competent audience for consideration. We partici-
pated in the Annual Scientific Conference of Professors and PhD Students at [a-
kob Gogebashvili Telavi State University in 2018 and 2019. We also presented
research papers at three international conferences and one international sympo-
sium. The obtained recommendations and tips have been reflected in the thesis.
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The main content of the thesis
Introduction

The introduction discusses the general meaning of personal letters and di-
aries as the most reliable sources of the writer’s life and creative work. The
thesis presents the evaluations of the figures of the XIX century regarding the
historical-cultural value of Grigol Orbeliani’s extensive epistolary legacy. The
author’s discussions concerning the importance of writing cards and diaries
have been used. The theoretical and practical value of the textual studies and
the publishing concept of these documentary genres has been demonstrated.

Chapter I. The Written Legacy of Grigol Orbeliani, History of its
Publication and Research

§ 1. Grigol Orbeliani’s lifetime publications and their critical reviews

Grigol Orbeliani’s original artistic heritage consists of dozens of verses
and a poem “The Toast”. He did not create fiction prose but he translated both
poems and short stories. As for the documentary writings, he has a very rich
epistolary heritage, diaries, commercial papers, publicist letters and records.
Several texts of oral speeches by Grigol Orbeliani are still preserved. In Chap-
ter One, we considered it necessary to look at all the writer’s legacy for pub-
lications in order to determine precisely the place of the material in his legacy
that we were studying.

For the purpose of finding authentic text from print sources, lifetime edi-
tions are particularly important. They are recorded in academic collections and
textual and the literary studies are carried out based on them. That is why we
have dedicated the first paragraph to them. Poems and translations of Grigol
Orbeliani were published in various periodicals since 1852. His works were
published three times as a separate book during the writer’s lifetime. In 1871,
Ivane Kereselidze published a poem “The Toast”. In 1873, the first collection of
poems was published by Petre Umikashvili, and in 1879, the second one — by
Zakaria Chichinadze. In addition to publishing works in the lifetime of Grigol
Orbeliani, their critical analysis and evaluation were also carried out.

§ 2. Subsequent editions after the writer’s death

The second paragraph deals with the periodicity and the issue of publica-
tion of the writer’s work after his death. Zakaria Chichinadze published the third
collection of poems in 1884, the second year after Grigol Orbeliani’s death.
Prior to the next collection, several verses were published in the periodical
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press. In 1928, a new collection of poems by Grigol Orbeliani was published
by Vakhtang Kotetishvili. The fifth collection of poems was published in 1935.

In 1936-1937, Akaki Gatserelia published two volumes of personal letters
by Grigol Orbeliani, which caused great interest of Georgian society, but the
publication was ceased and most of the epistles, which were not included in
these two volumes, remained unfamiliar to the readers.

A complete collection of Grigol Orbeliani’s works was published in 1959,
containing all the prose and poetic works known at that time. This collection
is the first attempt to publish Grigol Orbeliani’s works academically and is the
most complete and scholarly-critical in comparison to previous editions. It is
noteworthy that all the records of the diary studied at that time were included
in the publication.

Since 2010, the project — Academic Edition of the Epistolary Legacy of Ge-
orgian Writers of the XIX-XX Centuries — has been implemented. In the frames
of the project, 7 volumes of Grigol Orbeliani’s letters have been published and
the remaining cards are likely to include 3 more volumes. The first 100 Georgian
and 229 Russian letters included in this publication were first introduced to the
public; the researchers dated 156 letters and identified several individuals.

§ 3. Studies on Grigol Orbeliani’s life and creativity

The paragraph provides information about the author in relation to existing
publications. Since the death of Grigol Orbeliani, the interest in his life and creativ-
ity has not diminished. Articles are being published in various periodicals, separate
books and monographs are being released, and dissertations are being written.

Many of these works analyse the work and creativity of Grigol Orbeliani
in different angles, but textual research and publication of hitherto unpublished
letters and diaries will give scholars new opportunities for an even deeper and
more comprehensive analysis of the life and work of a Georgian romanticist.

Chapter II. The historical-cultural significance of documentary
genres
§ 1. Specificity and origin of documentary genres
Since the thesis has to do with the texts of the documentary genres — per-
sonal letters and diaries, we thought it necessary to compile a brief, gener-
al overview of the documentary genre. The paragraph discusses the specifics
and origins of such documentary genres as chronography, hagiography, mem-
oir, oratorio, epistle, diary, record, autobiography, biography, and publicism.
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There are many other types of documentary texts: statement, recommen-
dation, protocol, act, report, note, and other that are often found in writers’
archives. We have not considered them because they fall under the category of
“commercial papers”.

§ 2. Documentary genre as source of information

This paragraph highlights the historical-cultural value of documentary
genres. Our understanding of the past is based on the information we receive
from these texts. Fiction and its genres naturally hold historical-cultural value,
but unlike them, the documentary genres, as non-fiction, hold a higher degree
of credibility. If fiction works depict epochs, events, cultural backgrounds in
a form disrupted by artistic prism, documentary genres portray all this in a
straightforward way.

The writer’s personal feelings, thoughts and beliefs are reflected both in
fiction writings and in realistic prose — in diaries and in epistolary legacy. These
different types of texts help us not only to fully understand the author’s life and
creativity and to specify new details, but also to reconstruct individual creative
processes.

One of Grigol Orbeliani’s letters provides information regarding the re-
moval of a few places from the poem “The King Tamar’s Image in the Bethany
Church.” The poet’s personal cards also contain information on the creative
process of creating the poem “The Toast” (originally called “The Toastmaster™).

The writer left an exquisite epistolary legacy interesting in linguistic terms.
These letters are amazingly sincere. The information load particularly increases
their importance for the research of the life and creativity of the writer.

§ 3. Connection of Grigol Orbeliani’s writings with the fiction

The paragraph discusses the reflection of some passages of the writer’s
documentary prose in fiction works. In 1831 in his diary, Grigol Orbeliani de-
scribes his departure from Thbilisi to Russia. In one of the records, the poet
reveals the feelings while visiting the tomb of King Erekle in Svetitskhoveli.
These words are echoed in the extract of the poem “The Toast™: “The glory of
Iveria is buried with him in the grave,” and addressing “To larali” regarding
Erekle’s epoch: “The past, the time of glory has taken away all the good.”

The descriptions of nature in Grigol Orbeliani’s same diary are extremely inte-
resting and emotional. The poet who came to Ananuri is fascinated with the sight.
This impression is then revealed in the poem “The Farewell Evening” (1841).
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The letters also contain artistic passages which are then reflected in the
poems. In one of the undated letters, it is probably dated by August 21 1870,
the poet conveys an impression induced by King Tamar’s fresco in the Bethany
church, which is later echoed in the poem “King Tamar’s Image in the Bethany
Church” (1877).

Grigol Orbeliani’s documentaries are distinguished by their high artistic
and aesthetic value. Even in the cards to senior officials, Orbeliani’s artistic
taste and romantic nature are vividly expressed.

Chapter III. Textual research of Grigol Orbeliani’s letters
and diaries

§ 1. Handwritten sources and difficulties in reading them out

The paragraph discusses the difficulties in reading out the handwritten texts
and the ways to overcome them. Private letters and diaries are rarely published
in the author’s lifetime. Therefore, their main source is autographs, the read-
ing out of which is related to various problems, such as handwriting, specific
spelling, damage of the artefact, rough crossings and strikethroughs, etc. New
approaches are very important in overcoming such difficulties.

Proper reading out of the manuscript is one of the primary tasks of textol-
ogy. To accomplish this, scholars used different methods in different eras, but
in recent years digital technologies have greatly expanded the possibilities of
reading out the manuscripts.

Within the framework of the Doctoral Program “Textology and Publish-
ing Science”, a method has been developed that takes into account all the
above-mentioned difficulties and offers an effective way of reading out the
manuscript, in particular, the complex use of various micro methods. We think
it is very important to scrupulously study the author’s handwriting, draw up
tables of typical and atypical patterns of handwriting as soon as the work on
archive begins.

§ 2. Unpublished letters and diaries

This paragraph discusses the importance of unpublished letters and dia-
ries for textual and literary studies. Although Grigol Orbeliani’s 535 letters had
been academically published before the work began, many were still unpub-
lished, and we were actively involved in studies for the preparation of the VIII-
IX volumes of Epistolary Legacy.

The new writings, as well as those already published, contain a lot of in-
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teresting information not only about the life and work of Grigol Orbeliani, but
also about the socio-cultural life and on-going events in the country or abroad
at that time.

The archive of lona Meunargia in the Historical-Ethnographic State Muse-
um of Zugdidi has preserved an undated fragment of the diary. Solomon Tsaish-
vili found the autograph along with other unknown manuscripts and noted in
the article “Grigol Orbeliani’s Unknown Autographs” that the autograph repre-
sented a fragment of a diary of 1839 describing the poet’s adventure on the Da-
gestan front. However, the compilers of the edition of 1959 probably omitted
this fragment and did not include it in the book. Thus, it is the only type of
journal entry that was not published in the collection of the writer’s works. This
fragment is also significant because it complements the information provided
by the diary and the letter sent to Nikoloz Timerman, which are preserved at the
National Center for Manuscripts, thus giving an overall picture of the events of
that period.

§ 3. The importance of genre identification for academic edition

In the academic edition, the texts are ordered according to the genre-chrono-
logical principle, so it is necessary to properly identify which genre this or that
work belongs to. In the complete collection of works published in 1959, “Ar-
tistic Sketches” are given as a separate section in the original prose rubric with
four texts: “To An...”, “N. E. M.”, “The Winter Wind Is Roaring” and “The
Story Told in Hospital in Riga”.

The first of them was written in 1824 and describes Grigol Orbeliani’s feel-
ings about leaving home and starting military service. The form of addressing
“To An...” taken as a headline of the text and ending — “Your blessed letter can
return me the past happiness and vanished freedom. Goodbye!” suggests that
this should be a personal letter, not an artistic sketch.

The second text is addressed to Nino and Ekaterine Chavchavadze and
Manana Eristavi-Orbeliani. The form of addressing indicates that this is also a
personal letter and not an artistic sketch.

In the third text, while expressing his sad feelings, the writer uses the first
person plural, which is not to refer to a specific person, but to refer to general
human events. The style of the text is artistic, but such comparisons can be
found in Grigol Orbeliani’s diaries, as well.

The fourth text has a clear plot. It describes a Lithuanian story; it may be
based on a real story or is completely invented. The title suggests that the writer
heard and recorded the story at Hospital in Riga. Similar stories are abundant
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in his diaries, and therefore, we do not consider the latter text to be an original
artistic sketch.

We think that Grigol Orbeliani did not write original prosaic fiction texts.
He created only documentary prose. Accordingly, two of these four works
should be printed in the section of personal letters and two — in the section of
records.

§ 4. Dating of the letters

The paragraph describes the difficulties of dating and the methods we used
to date the letters. Dating is one of the most important areas of textual studies,
the results of which are also relevant for further textual and literary studies.
Chronological ordering of material is one of the key principles of academic edi-
tion. This principle is used to order texts and information both in the scientific
collections of works and in the chronicle of the writer’s life and creative works
and, of course, ordering according to this principle cannot be accomplished
without dating the texts.

In the new edition of Grigol Orbeliani’s epistolary legacy, dating of the
letters became possible through digital corpuses. We often need information
related to the civic or church calendar. That’s why we need to have electronic
pages that relate to reliable civic and church calendars.

We used the following information to determine the date: paper type,
thread mark, ink colour, comparison of contextual data; historical or cultur-
al-social facts cited in the letter; dates of birth, death and name day of the per-
son mentioned, dates of marriage or other events in the family; years of occu-
pation a post or resignation by a particular person; the location of an addressee
or a sender; external sources, including: diary entries, letters of other people,
memories, and other documents.

Establishment of the dates is a very urgent issue for textual scientists. It
is a basis for further researches and allows to properly understand the signifi-
cance of the writer and his creations in the contemporary literary or social en-
vironment.

§ 5. Identification of addressees and mentioned individuals

In this paragraph, we discuss the research methods and technologies relat-
ed to identification of individuals. Prior to the study of the issue, fundamental
textual studies had already been carried out in the earlier volumes of Grigol Or-
beliani’s epistolary legacy, and therefore the research strategies were developed
that greatly facilitated this process.
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Often a person is mentioned only by surname in a letter and the con-
text shows his or her profession or position. In this case, the reference book
“Kaskasckuit Kanenmaps” (The Caucasus Calendar) turned to be very helpful
in identifying the person. Sometimes a person is mentioned only by position,
not by the full name. When this position is occupied only by one person at a
time, the identification of the person is possible. If an event is related to a sur-
name, even though the letter does not reveal the exact identity of the person, the
mentioned fact helps us to identify that person.

If personalities are mentioned as spouses, a child, a family member, the
information about them should be specified in the commentary of the academic
edition. This is an area of research for the specialist of textual studies and there-
fore, we have also searched for as much information as possible regarding the
mentioned person. Genealogical lists have been very helpful in finding infor-
mation, but several inaccuracies have convinced us that it is necessary to verify
this information as well.

The overall volume of the diaries is much smaller than that of the letters,
but some of the individuals mentioned there were unclear and their identities
were cited in the commentary only according to indications, existing in Grigol
Orbeliani’s texts. We had to use different methods to identify those individuals.

The information obtained from the documentary records of the writer can-
not be complete without identifying the persons mentioned therein. Therefore,
it is important to know who is implied under the name, surname, nickname,
public name, or pronoun mentioned in this or that letter.

§ 6. Reading out and identification of the geographical names

The paragraph discusses the difficulty in reading out the geographical
names in letters and diaries. One of the most serious problems while working
on texts is the reading out and identification of geographical toponyms, as they
contain a lot of names of settlements that are small, lesser-known, and with
changes in the names today. Discrepancies in Georgian and Russian writing
also created problems while using the databases. The names, surnames of peo-
ple and toponyms are often spelled in Russian and Georgian in various ways.
Therefore, when commenting on the letters, we had to guess which geograph-
ical name was meant in this or that particular case or how it could have been
written in Russian. We had to conduct a huge research to determine each such
toponym, every possible spelling, and to check if there were any geographi-
cal places with such denomination. If any matched, then we would determine
whether it could have been meant in the given context.
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§ 7. Preparation of commentary material

This section discusses the necessity to add comments in the scientific appa-
ratus of the academic edition of works. Letters and diaries often contain phrases
that need commenting to help the reader understand what is meant by an ob-
scure passage in this or that event.

We often have to comment not only on the events taking place in Georgia
but also on historical facts abroad. Sometimes we make comments based on a
research and comparison of two pieces of information.

In letters and diaries, Grigol Orbeliani speaks of prose or poetical works, pla-
ys, opera or theatre performances. In order to perceive the text completely, readers
need information about their authors. As far as the stories of nearly two centuries
ago were concerned, we had to conduct some special research to clarify them.

§ 8. Authorial mistakes and difficulties in reading them out

Both in personal letters and in diaries, we find mechanical mistakes and
incorrect references to historical facts. These kinds of lapses complicate the
research and it is essential to obtain a lot of material and introduce additional
information to prove that we are really dealing with a mistake.

Here are some examples of authorial mistakes. Often, according to a sur-
name and related to it information, we come to the conclusion that Grigol Or-
beliani wrote it incorrectly. We correct the mistakes in the letters based on re-
search, but we will not comment until we are convinced that this is indeed the
person we have assumed.

§ 9. Significance of information in the letters sent to Grigol Orbeliani
by other people

Not only Grigol Orbeliani’s letters but also the cards, memories and re-
cords sent by others to him reveal many unknown facts that specify the writer’s
biography or his creative heritage. This was confirmed once again by the study
of the cards to Grigol Orbeliani in various archives or museums. Most of these
cards are still unpublished. Nevertheless, the letters sent to the poet began to be
published in his lifetime.

The letters of others are also of great importance due to the fact that they pro-
vide information on the cards of Grigol Orbeliani that did not reached us. These
cards are important not only for identifying the dates of events and commenting,
but because the persons mentioned there and their positions enable the identifi-
cation of persons, as well as their relationship to the person that is being studied.
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Chapter IV. Publishing studies related to the publication of letters
and diaries
§ 1. Publication of Grigol Orbeliani’s separate letters

This paragraph provides information on publications of Grigol Orbeliani’s
letters. The writer’s contemporaries began publishing the writer’s cards shortly
after his death. At first, two letters sent by the poet to lakinte Alexi-Meskh-
ishvili in April 1875 were published on September 7, 1883, in the newspaper
“Droeba”; On September 5 1885, two letters of the poet to Ekaterine Chavcha-
vadze-Dadiani were published in the same newspaper.

The first biographer of Grigol Orbeliani — lona Meunargia began writing the
work “The Life and Achievements of Grigol Orbeliani” in the life of the writer
in 1879 and first published it in the 1904-1905 issue of the magazine ‘Moambe’
(The Herald). He composed the biography according to the poet’s narrative and
letters; he also included full letters and their fragments in that publication.

In 1936-1937, with the edition and notes by Akaki Gatserelia, a two-vol-
ume edition of Grigol Orbeliani’s letters was published. The publication reunit-
ed all the Georgian cards studied at that time, but as the material was scattered
in different repositories, separate publications of newly discovered letters con-
tinued to be released.

§ 2. A two-volume edition of Grigol Orbeliani’s letters

This paragraph discusses the first edition of the poet’s letters. Grigol Orbeli-
ani left extremely rich epistolary legacy. Akaki Gatserelia made a great contribu-
tion to the scientific study and publication of this legacy, as well as to the publi-
cation of works. He published the first volume of the poet’s letters in 1936, which
included 157 letters written in 1832-1850, and the second volume in 1937, which
consisted of 226 cards written in 1851-1859. Thus, 383 letters were published in
both volumes. For most cards, this edition represented the first publication.

Akaki Gatserelia intended to publish Grigol Orbeliani’s letters in three vol-
umes. In Volume III, he planned to publish letters written in 1860-1883 (the civil
period), as well as publishing overlooked, undated cards in the same volume. Af-
ter the Georgian letters, the researcher was planning to publish the diaries written
in Georgian and the official and personal letters written in Russian, which would
comprise Volumes I'V-V of the series. However, this plain failed for some reason.

§ 3. The academic edition of epistolary legacy and its scientific concept

A complete publication of Grigol Orbeliani’s letters became possible a few
decades later. In 2010, Iakob Gogebashvili Telavi State University launched the
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project “Epistolary Legacy of Georgian Writers of the XIX-XX Centuries”. To
date, there are 8 volumes that comprise of 727 letters of the writer. This edition
presents an interesting concept of academic edition of Epistolary Legacy and
has a scientific apparatus tailored as much as possible to the specificity of the
material to be published.

Most of the texts represent autographs that reached us and many of them
were published for the first time. Accordingly, important textual studies have
been carried out: reading out, attribution, dating, identification of persons. Rus-
sian letters are printed in the publication in the form of the main text, with
Georgian translations presented after them.

There are too many letters in the two-volume edition by Akaki Gatsere-
lia, where the author indicated only a date without specifying years. In most
cases, the publisher had the documents dated correctly, but there was no evi-
dence regarding what the research was based on. Therefore, the publishers of
the academic edition had to find evidences and reinforce assumptions. This was
actually re-dating, as in some cases the date adjustment was required as well.

The scientific apparatus in the volumes is represented by comments, anno-
tated searches and dictionary of geographical names and persons. The author’s
style, orthography, punctuation, and paragraphs are maintained in the edition,
except the cases where the pen lapses are recorded. The author’s linguistically
incorrect phrases are preserved.

The descriptors contain complete information about the letters and are
divided into the following categories: manuscript/autograph, date and place,
signature, form of referring to an addressee, description of the autograph or
copy, addressee’s address, notes, first publication, dating. Annotated searches
of persons and geographical names arranged in alphabetical order are attached
to the publication after the comments. In addition to literature, conversational
forms, Russicism, and words of foreign origin are included in the dictionary.

The textual rubrics accompanying the volumes of Grigol Orbeliani’s epis-
tolary legacy represent the results of important and thorough research. These
rubrics were gradually refined in the process of publishing, and eventually ac-
quired a form that perfectly met the requirements of the academic edition.

§ 4. Historical-cultural value of the academic edition of Grigol
Orbeliani’s letters

Grigol Orbeliani’s work is varied and closely linked to the Georgian way
of life in the 19th century. With its epistolary reasoning, it creates an extraor-
dinarily realistic picture of the era, with live faces and recent events.
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After completing his military service in Dagestan, Grigol Orbeliani served
in various administrative positions in Georgia and took active part in the man-
agement of both Georgia and the Caucasus. During this time, the writer often
sent letters to former Caucasian Viceroys Alexander Baryatinsky and Mikhail
Romanov. These extensive reports or brief messages provide important insight
into the writer’s attitude to historical and political developments in the Cauca-
sus or the Russian Empire in general.

Letters to other addressees express quite intelligible views on Georgian
language, customs, education and culture. The letters published in the academic
edition of Grigol Orbeliani’s Epistolary Legacy contain plenty of interesting
and hitherto unknown information about current Georgian and international
events. Therefore, this edition, besides being scholarly, has immense histori-
cal-cultural significance.

§ 5. The practice of publishing diaries

This paragraph discusses the international experience of publishing diaries
and the development of this genre in Georgia. The diaries of the writers are also
published in full editions of their works. For example, in 2016, the University
of Edinburgh published the fourth volume of a complete collection of a well-
known English writer — katherine mansfield including diaries and recordings
of various types. Mansfield’s diaries have been published in the form of frag-
ments several times before, but this one is the first scientifically specified and
chronologically ordered publication with comments on historical, cultural, and
biographical contextual details.

The diary genre has been developing in Georgia since the beginning of the
18th century. The first example of this form that reached us is the journey to
Europe in 1713-1716 described by Sulkhan-Saba Orbeliani, by means of which
the artistic-documentary genre in Georgian literature was established. From the
works of the diary-type travel-memoir genres, the most famous are: Timote
Gabashvili’s “The Pilgrimage”, Vakhushti Batonishvili’s “Description of Peter-
hot”, Grigol Batonishvili’s “Journey from Petersburg to Vilnius”, Giorgi Aval-
ishvili’s “Journey through Tbilisi to Jerusalem” and others. Grigol Orbeliani’s
diary “Journey from my Tiflis to Petersburg” belongs to this genre.

§ 6. History of the publication of Grigol Orbeliani’s diaries

The paragraph discusses the search and publication of Grigol Orbeliani’s
diaries. One part of the diaries has been lost, and the other has not been seen for
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decades by not only the contemporaries of the writer but also the author him-
self, as he was arrested for his involvement in the conspiracy of 1832.

Excerpts from Grigol Orbeliani’s diary were first published by Iona
Meunargia in a monograph of 1905, which was entitled “Life and Achieve-
ments of T. Grigol Orbeliani.” In 1928, Pavle Ingorokva discovered Grigol Or-
beliani’s Diary “A Journey from My Tiflis to Petersburg” and published the first
references in the journal “Mnatobi”, which included fragments of the diary.
Since then separate chapters of the diary have been published in periodicals.

The writer’s diaries of 1831-1832, 1836, and 1839 were fully published in
the 1959 collection of essays, and then based on this publication, in the 1989
collection “Farewell Evening”.

§ 7. The concept of academic edition of diaries and its scientific value

There has been no full academic edition of Grigol Orbeliani’s works so far.
Therefore, it was necessary to develop its publishing concept in line with the
latest requirements of textology and publishing.

In view of the specificity of the academic edition, we think that diaries
should be published in future academic editions of the writer’s works in a way
the author wrote them without any stylistic or spelling interference. Each text
should be accompanied by a scientific apparatus that will show the corrections
and mechanical errors in the autograph according to the pages and lines. The
sources and their descriptions will be indicated. Textual notes and comments,
search engines and dictionaries should be provided.

The places in the autograph of the diaries written before 1833, depicting the
king’s anti-Russian moods, are underlined and marked with “IlepeBon” (Trans-
lation), indicating that the Investigative Commission of 1832 Conspiracy was
interested in these episodes and requested a translation. We believe it is important
that the notes made by the Investigative Commission of 1832 Conspiracy in the
diaries should be recorded in the scientific apparatus of the academic edition.

Conclusions

Grigol Orbeliani has left us diaries and an epistolary legacy that are inter-
esting and sophisticated in linguistic and stylistic terms. These writings are full
of emotions, interesting thoughts, profound reasoning, and iconic images.

We studied textologically 206 letters of the writer, of which 98 were first
published in the 8th volume of the Epistolary Legacy and 94 were first pub-
lished in the 9th volume. We have dated 43 letters from the material to be in-
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troduced in these two volumes and future volumes; we have identified dozens
of persons mentioned and conducted studies to comment on obscure passages.

Private letters and diaries are rarely published in the author’s lifetime.
Therefore, their main source is autographs, whose reading out is connected
with various difficulties, such as handwriting, specific orthography, damage of
the artefact, rough strikethroughs and corrections, etc. We have used the latest
methods and digital technologies to overcome such difficulties. In addition, we
have studied the calligraphy in the writer’s autographs in Georgian and Russian
languages and have drawn up tables with typical and atypical patterns charac-
teristic for his handwriting.

The information obtained from the records of the writer cannot be com-
plete without identifying the persons mentioned in them. Often a person is men-
tioned only by surname in the letters, and the context shows his or her profes-
sion or position. Genealogical lists and corpus-based research have been most
helpful in finding information for the identification of mentioned individuals.
We used various research methods for dating, including exclusion, deductive,
and other methods.

While working on Grigol Orbeliani’s letters, one of the most serious prob-
lems was the reading out and identification of geographical names since they
contain a lot of names of settlements that are lesser-known and with changes in
the names today. A lengthy study was required to identify each such toponym.

The writer often mentioned prosaic or poetic works, plays, opera and the-
atre performances in diaries, and the reader needs to know exactly whose work,
performance, or music is meant to comprehend the text perfectly. We obtained
information on each of them as far as possible.

Examination of previous editions of Grigol Orbeliani’s diaries led us to
the conclusion that it would be better to separate them from each other in order
to better understand separate records. Since, in most cases, the record is not
preceded by a full date and only a day is specified, it is advisable to include a
month and a day, as well as a year in square brackets before each record.

The specificity of the academic edition lies not only in the scientific study
of the material but also in the structuring of the scientific apparatus. In our
opinion, the new academic edition of Grigol Orbeliani’s diaries, like his letters,
requires well-organized rubrics. Textual notes should be provided, reflecting
the corrections and mechanical errors in the autograph according to pages and
lines. Textual comments should also be in order and should be as comprehen-
sive as possible.

Our researches reflected in two volumes of Grigol Orbeliani’s Epistolary
Legacy and will be reflected in academic edition of Grigol Orbeliani’s diaries.
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