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General Description of the Dissertation Work

Urgency of the Study Issue: The study of Georgian nation's
liberation struggle against the Russian governance taken place in XIX-
XX centuries is the most important issue of Georgian historiography.
This issue was studied yet by the historians of Tsarist Russia, and the
interest to this issue was not lost either in the Soviet or the post-Soviet
period. Despite the existence of various historical and source-study
literature, unfortunately, this issue has not been studied completely.
Russian historians and Georgian authors were focused on social
problems, and they considered that the aggravation of social
conditions, or the negligent conduct of Russian officials was the main
reason of anti-Russian protest actions, and the main point - the national
issue was left behind. The opinions and assessment of the events made
by a number of scientists could not go farther than ideological clichés
and in the post-soviet times and very often consideration of the older
views is continued mechanically. To this, the definitions of some
events are made by different authors differently and this causes the
growth of interest to view the study period in a new way.

The Main Goal of the Work. The main goal of our scientific work
is to study the national-liberation movement going on in the first half of
the 19" century based on processing and comparison of primary
sources, historical records and scientific literature, to reveal its
peculiarities, to identify the reasons, goals and consequences of these
events, and finally to evaluate their role and place in restoring Georgian
statehood and in the entire process of historical development.

Chronological Framework. The chronological framework of
the events to be studied covers just that significant period (1802-
1841), when the national-liberation movement was widely spread
throughout Georgia; it became a Caucasian-wide anti-Russian protest
action and covered different social, ethnic and confessional masses
of population. This was a significant period in the history of Russian
Empire’s Caucasian policy and Georgian people showed great
resistance to the neighboring country, having appeared as the rescuer
and supporter of Georgians; however, the country wasn’t able to
reach the goal and save itself from the colonial yoke.

Scientific Novelty. In scientific literature for the first time were
introduced new sources, historical documents, materials of Georgian
and foreign periodical press, studies of foreign authors; the works of
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Russian military historians were translated for the first time and be-
came the basis for new conceptual conclusions. All protest actions of
Georgian people taken as a single process is deemed to be a multi-
year war against Russia. For the first time in Georgian historiography
new definitions and different evaluations of the developments are
introduced. All the uprisings taken place between 1802 and 1841 are
similar to each other with one main feature. This is: 1. Involvement
of broad masses of people in them (social groups with different eth-
nic and religious characters); 2. Wide localization of uprisings: they
used to start at one location but covered nation-wide Georgian and
Caucasian area; 3. The goal of all of them was restoring the lost
statehood and during all rebellions the candidate of future monarch
was nominated; 4. All the rebellions were actual wars, public-
patriotic type of unequal struggle of less organized and armed forces
against the organized military units of Russia that is shown well with
the details of these uprisings described by Russian military authors.
5. During all the rebellions the international situation was foreseen,
the rebellion leaders were linked with the external forces in order to
get support in the struggle for restoring the statehood. Thus, we
evaluate this process as a multi-year war between Russia and Geor-
gia, particularly, the developments of 1802-1832.

Methodology of the Study. In the work was used the pragmatic
methodology of determining mutual-conditioning and interrelations
of the events taken place in certain historical period, as well as, the
universal methods of historical-comparative, scientific analysis and
synthesis. The ideological-methodological basis of the work is
studying, understanding of the most difficult historical events of the
19th century and modern governmental approach to the facts and
processes, which completely guarantees the revision of assessments
of the prevailing ideology of the past century, critical analysis and
thinking of historical values in a new way.

Theoretical Value of the Work. The work will have certain
theoretical value. Identification and analysis of new documents and
the previously uncovered facts will increase the theoretical
significance of the work and it will fill the history of this period
created by Georgian historiography till present.

The Practical Value of the Thesis. Factual materials approved and
analyzed in the paper, as well as, conclusions obtained from the re-
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search, will be the novelty in Georgian historiography and it will serve
both the expert-researchers and the teachers, and all the interested peo-
ple of the society to assess the past events with objective criteria to use it
as historical experience of evaluation while assessing current develop-
ments. The thesis study will be reflected in the works dedicated to the
problems of Georgia's political history in the 19" century, in the text-
books of Georgian history, in lectures and seminars.

Structure of the Work. The thesis consists of 180 computer-printed
pages. It contains introduction, 7 chapters, 15 paragraphs and the key
findings. The list of certified sources and literature is attached to the work.

Approbation of the Work. Results, conclusions, concepts and
recommendations of the study and analysis of the main issues
envisaged for the thesis were regularly discussed at scientific
conferences, sessions, international symposia, republican confe-
rences, and at the sessions of the History Department.

The results of the study were mainly discussed at Telavi State
University at joint theoretical conferences and scientific sessions of
professors and teachers, and doctoral and post-graduate students. The
contents of the reports were published as articles in separate works.
A significant part of the thesis is published as 4 scientific articles in
the peer-reviewing and referencing publications. The main part of the
work was presented at the joint session of the History Department of
Telavi State University.

The Basic Contents of the Work. In the introduction of the
thesis the relevance of the research issue is substantiated, the goal of
the research and the chronological framework are determined, as a
result of the research the scientific novelty is outlined, the used
source-study and historiography materials are discussed, and the
current situation in the study of the problem is shown.

Chapter 1. 1802 Anti-Russian Controversial Movement in
Georgia: Uprising for Withdrawal of Russian Troops
and Reestablishment of Georgian Government
The claim of Russian Emperors and ideologists that Georgia has volun-
tarily joined with the Empire and people felt more secure and calm was
not true; it was proved with the anti-regime uprisings which started im-
mediately after entering Russia into Georgia. More than 60 princes and
noblemen gathered in the village of Kelmenchuri and sent a letter of
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protest to the Emperor. They even managed to get the support of some
part of peasants. The essence of the protest was that the rights of the
local population were violated every day. To their mind, one of the ways
to improve the situation was to follow and restore the Treaty of 1783.
Among the organizers of the protest movement were Princes Vakhtang
and Teimuraz. They drew up a petition and handed it over to the Rus-
sian military authorities, and requested to send the petition to the Em-
peror, which proved that the event had nothing to do with the Plot; it
was an open act and its participants were very careful with Plot, as the
controversy against the colonial regime established with weapon re-
quired certain caution. It was called Plot only with one purpose: the
princes and the representatives of the royal family would be blamed in
everything and with this action would be outline the narrow political
nature and interests of the movement. The same chapter refers to the
works of Russian authors - Dubrovin and Sokolov. While these histori-
ans assess the events tendentiously, keeping the interests of their own
country and government, but from their writings show some objective
analysis of these revolts, specifically: what were the causes of dissatis-
faction of nobles and peasants; Impossibility of defense from permanent
attacks of Lezgians by Russia; Signs of the Western Georgia’s involve-
ment into revolts and its spreading to Caucasian mountain-dwellers;
Most importantly, they are not able to avoid participation of various so-
cial strata. Despite the defeat, Kelmenchuri revolt of 1802 was a large
contradictory movement that led to national-liberation movement of
Georgian people in the early 19" century.

Chapter II. 1804 Anti-Russian Rebellion in Mtiuleti
(in the Mountainous Region of Georgia)

§ 1. Historiography, Reasons and Nature of the Rebellion

This paragraph of the work refers to the existing sources and sci-
entific literature regarding the problem, the reasons of the rebellion
and its nature, and here is retold that over 4,000 people were involved
in the rebellion in 1804. This action is the second stage of the Great
War of the population of Georgia conquered by Russia along with
other peoples of the Caucasus, against the Empire. The war was the
hardest for the conquered people and the rebellion commanders hoped
to win it only with the tactical considerations that the Russian troops
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were in permanent wars in the Caucasus and if they blocked the road
to the region, they would lose the source of getting additional forces
and then it wouldn’t be impossible for them to defeat Russian troops.
First and foremost, the reason and the purpose of the revolt was politi-
cal, which was accompanied by socio-economic problems, but the re-
bels had considered these problems as a result of the introduced Rus-
sian regulations. Its aim was to restore the Independent Georgian
Government, and relations with Russia should be based on the Treaty
of 1783. At the same time, the definition “Mtiuleti Rebellion” is not
correct, as the localization of the event was wider.

§ 2. First Stage of the Rebellion

Annexation of the Eastern Georgia has been followed by Tsarist
Colonial Policy expressed by anti-human and illegal activities of Rus-
sian officials and these caused the feeling of great protest within the
people, the reforms of Tsitsianov who was sent to govern the Caucasus
couldn’t calm people; neither did the authorities change in favor of
Georgian people’s interests. Russia had great hope that he would occupy
the whole Caucasus and due to this reason he was granted unlimited
freedom in action. Tsitsanov adopted the right policy towards Georgian
princes and noblemen, and the nobility was granted all the rights and
advantages of “the noblemen supporting the Russian throne”. The privi-
leges granted to the nobility emboldened them and strengthened the lev-
ers of social oppression. To this was added the self-willed attitude of
Russian officials. The unbearable conditions brought people to uprising.
Russian historians mostly talk about the inadequacy of the officials and
the excessive exploitation. The main reason for the uprising became
recruiting mountaineers into the army, reported to Tsitsianov by Tornike
Eristavi, marshal of Ananuri Mazra (County).

The documents show that the embittered people were ready to die
together with their own families but not to obey the oppressors, and
fought fiercely against them.

§ 3. The Process of the Uprising and the First Battles of
the Rebels. (June-July, 1804)

Historical sources give names of 8 commander of the uprising: Levan
Nazghaidze, Archpriest Shio Burduli, Mtiuleti Elder Samukha Amiridze,
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the Elders of: Khevi - Tatara Chkareuli, Gudamakari - Papuna
Chebolauri, Mtiuleti - Ninia and Omana Bedoidze and Ninia Bedianidze.
These eight people have come out of low layers of population that allows
the researchers to conclude that the uprising was not organized by the no-
ble-aristocratic circles and the accomplishment of their goals, as it had
national nature and represented the cherished goal of Georgian people -
served to reestablishment of the lost statehood.

There were three groupings of rebellion: 1. Khevi grouping, which
blocked the entrance to Dariali and thus allowed the other two groups to
act freely; 2. Lomisi grouping, blocking important communication roads
between Aragvi and Ksani Gorges; 3. Tsikhisdziri grouping, which was
getting ready for an attack at Ananuri.

On August 20, the rebels attacked Dusheti and burnt the local
treasury barracks. Yulon was arrested, but Farnaoz took up the rebel-
lion. Before this time many princes and clergymen moved to the
Russian side, but after his appearance they again took the side of the
rebels. Being concerned the Emperor sent General Nesvetaev from
the North Caucasus with 3000 soldiers and 30 cannons, and gave an
order to Chief Lieutenant-General Glazenap “to establish an immedi-
ate communication with Georgia and send there the artillery squad,
dragoon regiment, Cossacks and recruits immediately." From the
south, Pavle Tsitsianov attacked Aragvi Gorge. The rebels were not
able to resist the attack of Russian artillery and regular army.

§ 4. Putting Down the Uprising and Its Consequences

In this section of the work are analyzed the combat actions of
October-December 1804. The conclusions on the uprising are as fol-
lows: 1. The Rebellion of 1804 ("revolution", "riot" as Russian offi-
cials called it) was a heroic part of the National Great War that
Georgian people levied against Russia in 1802-1841; 2. The battles
of 1804 were not "Peasant Rebellion", as it was defined in the Soviet
historiography; it was the protest action of all classes, social groups
and nationalities against Russia's invading-colonial oppression, the
movement for re-establishing Georgian statehood; 3. Although the
representatives of royal court, the members of the royal family took
an active part in these actions, their role was not the defining factor,
as the main leaders of the battles were those ones come from the
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depths of people; 4. The 1804 anti-Russian action was large-scale;
like during the revolt of 1802, this action also included local battles,
as well as it had broader, countrywide and common Caucasian char-
acter, reasons and goals. 5. Despite the selflessness of the rebels,
there were many details preventing to their winning: first of all their
disorganization, lack of food and weapons, the best armed and sys-
temized forces of the enemy, collaborationism and betrayal of com-
patriots, etc. 6. Despite the final defeat, anti-Russian battles of Geor-
gian mountaineers in 1804 were one of the important steps of
Georgian people’s national-liberation struggle, the best example of
selflessness and disobedience, implacability to slavery, and moral
lessons for Georgian patriots of future generations.

Chapter III. 1810 National Revolt of
Imereti against Russia

According to the numerous sources and historiographical materials,
referring to Russia’s imperial-conquering policy against Imereti King-
dom, in the work was made the following conclusion: 1. The 1810 re-
volt of Imereti was, first of all, national and had liberating nature, it was
not only the action of people who were faithful to King of Imereti, but it
was the courageous struggle of the people revolted by conquering policy
of Russia fighting for restoring the justice and maintaining the country's
independence; 2. Supporting the king meant supporting the Georgian
statehood, which puts under doubt the assessment of this phenomenon
by Russian and Georgian Soviet historiography, in particular, consider-
ing it as the battle for King Solomon’s throne and not as the part of the
Great War that Georgian people levied in 1802-1841; 3. King Solomon
tried to use foreign forces (Turks, Lekis, and had an attempt of using
French forces but in vain) to set the country free, but as he wrote in his
original appeal to the population, he did not want foreign troops to enter
into Imereti. Generally, as he had chosen this way because of appearing
in the deadlock, it doesn’t mean that it was a treachery or weakness from
his side, as it is evaluated by some researchers: historically, there are
many examples when for rescuing their own states and coming out of
the country’s interests, the kings used foreign (including hostile coun-
tries) forces, and the historians of these countries did not consider that
such behavior of the kings was the manifestation of weakness and
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treachery; 4. The King of Imereti continued the war started by his grand-
father’s - Erekle's successors against Russia, which violated the Treaty
of 1783 and abolished Georgian State, having a millennial history; 5.
Despite the fact that one corner of small Georgia could not endure the
struggle with the empire and that this war was doomed in advance to be
defeated, the people were not afraid, they were boldly involved into the
unequal war and many people sacrificed their lives for the better future
of the country. 6. The difficult international and domestic conditions
helped Russia to win: the neighboring Turkey and Persia which were
involved in eastern wars (they had less time to help Georgia), Napo-
leon's preparation to fight against Russia, feudal separatist tendencies
and disintegration within the country.

Chapter IV. 1812-1813 Anti-Russian Rebellion in Kakheti
§1. Historiography, Reasons, Goals and
Nature of the Rebellion
The valuable documentary materials about Kakheti Rebellion are
offered in IV and V volumes of the Archeographic Commission of
the Caucasus, the work of Russian military historian Potto — “Estab-
lishing Russians’ Ownership in the Caucasus”. Potto's work - "The
History of the Nizhegorod Dragoon Regiment within Georgia (1809-
1812)" illustrates well the ruthless struggle that Russians have set in
Georgia, namely against the population of Kakheti and Mountainous
Kakheti. The works of: David Batonishvili, Alexandre Chavcha-
vadze, Alexandre Proneli, A. Kikvidze, N. Berdzenishvili, O. Mark-
ova, Chudinov, Sh. Khantadze, N. Javakhishvili and others give in-
formation about Kakheti Rebellion. The rebellion had many reasons:
socio-economic, political, the desire to restore the infringed national
pride, etc. Leaders of the rebellion tried to give the movement started
in Kakheti the nationwide and Caucasian scale.

§ 2.Start and Progress of Kakhetian Rebellion
In 1812 the first anti-Russian units were formed in Tianeti and Ak-
hmeta. On February 2, all kinds of communications between Telavi and
Sighnaghi were ceased. On the same day, rebels led by Simon Be-
burishvili and Ivane Makashvili took control of Telavi. The Russian
garrison, headed by Commandant Shmatov, could hardly be fortified at
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Telavi Fortress, and the troops sent by General Portniagin to Telavi
couldn’t do anything to the city. Almost half of these detachments were
killed in the fight against the rebels.

On February 5-7, rebels captured Sighnaghi, besieged Kodalo
Fortress, and defeated the Kabardo Regiment located in Bodbe-
biskevi. The people's army destroyed Russian military units in
Anaga, Kakabeti and Manavi; In fact, after these battles no Russian
troops were left in Kakheti.

The fire of uprising broke out in Khevi, Dusheti and Pasanauri,
and the rebels blocked the Georgian Military Highway.

The rebels first of all took Dusheti and Ananuri (February 9, 1812).
All layers of the population were involved in the uprising, among them
Prince Otar Kobulashvili was the most active person. By his initiative,
the rebels invited from Kartli Prince Grigol Ioane (Batonishvili), and
declared him as the king. As Niko Javakhishvili notes, in Kakhetian
churches "Grigol was referred to as the legal king."

Paulucci was able to concentrate Russian military forces; as well
as, part of Georgian princes also supported him. One of the decisive
battles took place near village Chumlaki on March 1-2, 1812. Georgi-
ans fought selflessly in this battle but lost the battle and Grigol Baton-
ishvili was captured. The first stage of the rebellion ended. Paulucci
severely punished part of the rebels who were captured by Russians;
but at the same time he addressed the Emperor to take into considera-
tion the demands of the population... In reality, the government has
made minor changes. Instead of the ‘captain-ispravniks’ (heads of the
district police), it reestablished ‘Samouravo’ (manager’s office), and
the courts were granted the right to run their work using the old Geor-
gian law. The authorities were convinced that the population was
"calmed", but in reality it was not true.

The New Chief General-Lieutenant Nikoloz Tevdore Rtischev ar-
rived in Tbilisi in April 1812. The situation again became tense in Geor-
gia, when in June, 1812, Napoleon I broke into Russian boundaries. In
September, 1812, Alexandre Batonishvili returned from Persia and
urged the population of Kakheti and Mountainous regions of Eastern
Georgia to drive the Russians out of Georgia completely. The popula-
tion of Eastern Georgia (Kakheti, Pshavi, Khevsureti, Aragvi and Dari-
ali Gorges, and a small part of Kartli) quickly responded to his appeal.
Additional army also arrived from Dagestan.
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The regular army started from the North Caucasus managed to open
the blocked Georgian Military Highway and threatened the rebels from
the north. Alexandre Batonishvili was obliged to leave the partisan bat-
tles and start the critical struggle. On October 10, the drastic battle be-
tween the supporters of Alexandre Batonishvili and the Russian army
took place near village Shilda. The tense fighting lasted seven hours and
the Russian army headed by Dimitri Orbeliani defeated the rebels.
Dimitri Orbeliani, having won the battle against Georgians ruined
Shilda and Sabue, considering them to be the villages supporting the
"enemy". In the same period, Russians defeated Persians who intended
to invade Thilisi: the attacks took place near village Chalaubani (No-
vember 1, 1812) and Manavi (November 26). In these battles Dagesta-
nians also helped Alexandre (5000 men). Alexandre, retreated from
Shilda, moved to village Sabue. According to the Caucasian Acts and
Captain Anosov's words, village Shilda was completely destroyed
(burnt) by the Russian Army. Pasanauri, Kaishauri and Dusheti roads
were controlled by Major Nicholski and Colonel Pechorski.

§ 3.Battle in Khevsureti
Alexandre Batonishvili managed to escape and was fortified in
Shatili. In June, Russians were able to take Shatili, although they
used artillery and killed 700 Khevsurs and destroyed 20 villages in
Khevsureti. The battles in Khevsureti are highlighted in details in
Potto’s Nizhegorod Regiment History, which is fully reviewed in this
paragraph of the thesis.

§ 4.Reasons of Defeating Kakheti Rebellion and the
Consequences

Kakheti rebellion was defeated like the previous anti-Russian up-
risings. The rebellion had its leaders and they were not involved in
the battle with "feudal interests", but, primarily, by the national ones.
The conqueror itself was a military feudal Empire, and it was obvi-
ous, people preferred obeying their own king rather than being in
slavery and obedience to the Empire, as their king would better un-
derstand and protect their national traditions and spirituality. It was
just due to this reason that the participants of the rebellion have cho-
sen Grigol Batonishvili, Erekle’s successor, as their King. The rea-
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sons of the defeat of the uprising were: lack of common plan of re-
bellion, collaborationism and national nihilism, spontaneous actions
of the Georgian forces against the Russian regular army, genuine and
ruthless, unequal war against Georgian patriots, which is well illus-
trated in the description of the war in Russian military literature.

The Imperial Court punished Kakhetian rebels in an exemplary
way. Their estates were transferred either to the treasury, or given to
the unfaithful Georgians. Nevertheless, the Kakheti Rebellion
showed the great desire and selflessness of Georgian people to pro-
tect national interests. It became an example of disobedience to im-
perial forces and selfless struggle for Georgia’s future generations.

Chapter V. 1819-1820 Rebellion in Western Georgia

In Georgian historiography 1819-1820 revolt is sometimes re-
ferred to as “Imereti Revolt”, and sometimes called "Church Tur-
moil". Just as previous anti-Russian actions, it was a part of the
multi-year war against the expansionist policy of Russian Empire for
restoring Georgia's independent state. The greatest grief for the
Georgian Orthodox Church was taking away the autocephaly in
1811. In fact Russia appointed on the position of the first Exarch a
Georgian person, but later Exarch Varlam Eristavi (in 1818) was
called up by the authorities to Russia and he was replaced by Bishop
Teofilakt Rusanow from Ryazan.

Exarch Teofilakt Rusanow vigorously began to transform Geor-
gian Church into Russian one. According to the plan drawn up by
him and approved by the Holy Synod, it was decided to unify the
Episcopacies, to reduce number of churches, to take away the church
estates and transfer them to the treasury, to increase the peasants’
church taxes and others.

Teofilakt left only three of the 12 Eparchies of Imereti: Imereti, Guria
and Samegrelo. The priesthood, as well as, the representatives of secular
rank of Western Georgia actively opposed the new church policy.

The dissatisfaction started from Imereti became a national revolt.
The leadership of the rebellion took all the measures to expand it.
Besides Samegrelo and Guria the people were also sent to Kartli and
Kakheti. They tried to establish connections with Dagestan and Iran
and Ottoman Empire. They named Ivane Abashidze, the grandson of
Solomon I, as the candidate of king. Now Russian military machine
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has started attack. First of all, it was decided to arrest Ivan Abashidze
and two bishops: Dositheos Kutateli (in fact, performing the duty of
Abkhazia-and-Imereti Catholicos and Maxime Genateli).

In this chapter, in details is described the inhuman actions of
Governor Ermolov, the Deputy Governor Veliaminov, Governor of
Imereti Puzirevsky, and other Russian military men, the brave resis-
tance of the rebels of Guria, Samegrelo and Racha, the fact of draw-
ing up the first Charter of Georgian National-Liberation Movement
and other details.

The rebellion of the population of Western Georgia, called by
Russian officials as “Church Riot”, was actually a heroic page in
Georgian people’s national-liberation struggle.

Chapter VI. 1832 Political Developments and Georgian Society
§ 1.Historiography of the Issue Study
This paragraph gives a review of the rich historiographical and
source-study materials, which describes and analyzes the events of 1832.

§ 2.Georgian Society in the Late 20ies of XIX Century and

Early XX Century

Georgian society was dualized in the 30ies of the 19th century. The
debate was going on whether Georgia could maintain statehood or not
independently apart from Russia. Dimitri Shvelidze believes that the
young Georgian princes living in Georgia were faithful to the Empire un-
til the princes exiled in Russia awakened and charged them with national
thinking. These princes have undoubtedly had great influence on Solo-
mon Dodashvili, who was distinguished by his talents and education
among Georgian youth of that time with who he had close contacts while
studying in St. Petersburg. Dodashvili was not the so called “dualized”
person. He expressed his firm position of the national issue in Manifesto
and in the poem published in the literary supplement of the “Tiflisis Ut-
skebani”, issued under his editorship. This paragraph includes questions:
whether the essence of the political movement and the possible conse-
quences were firmly thought out or not; what was this movement: politi-
cal romanticism or the desire of the society bearing the national aspiration
to start a fierce battle? Why did not the well-known leaders know about
existence of the secret police that the Empire founded in Tbilisi in June
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1831 and which was spying on all groups and individuals who expressed
anti-Russian views; Whether the initiators of the movement were aware of
the real program of Dekabrists regarding Caucasian nations or not;
Whether the conspiracy among the members of the so called “Plot” was
protected or not, while about 700 people participated in it. The questions
are answered accordingly and the conclusion is made that this movement,
like the 1802 and 1804 revolts, doesn’t have the appropriate definition. In
this case, we support Dimitri Shvelidze’s point of view that in 1832 there
was not the Plot but a Political-Conspiratorial Movement. Moreover, it
was an attempt to continue the multi-year war, which Georgian people set
against Russia in 1802.

§ 3.Establishing Secret Organizations in Georgia
and their Ideological Programs

In 1825, Dimitri Batonishvili gathered Georgian thinkers living
in St. Petersburg by that time and established the first secret circle. In
1826, Okropir Batonishvili formed similar circle in Moscow. In the
following years, many of them arrived in Tbilisi and continued their
secret activities here. Apparently, the so called Dekabrists’ move-
ment in St. Petersburg in 1825 became incentive for the plot mem-
bers. The Plotters have established certain relationship with foreign
consulates in Tbilisi, for example, with consulates of France and Ot-
toman. They also tried to contact Alexandre Batonishvili in Persia.
The purpose of the Plotters was to separate Georgia from Russia and
exist independently. As for what kind of state the Plotters planned to
form, only some assumptions can be made. It is obvious that the
Plotters were mainly concerned about the restoration of the Georgian
monarchy. A small part of them thought to create a limited monar-
chy. They have drafted the following plan of governing Georgia: two
government chambers ("Boards") should be created. One Chamber
would consist of: 1) the King (namely, Alexandre Batonishvili) and
the Ministers: 2) Military, 3) Justice, 4) Finance, 5) Internal Affairs
and Education, 6) Foreign Affairs. Another Chamber would consist
of the deputies from all Mazras (counties) who would be in charge of
running court cases (complaints).

As for the fact that part of the Plotters (for instance, Okropir Ba-
tonishvili and, presumably, Solomon Dodashvili) considered Repub-
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lic as Georgia’s future governance form, there is only indirect proof
regarding this issue. The Plotters had several ideological command-
ers. Solomon Dodashvili made a manifesto-proclamation to Georgian
population, and Philadelphos Kiknadze - the secret organization's
charter, the so called “Sound Act”.

§ 4.Political-Ideological Basics of the Men of the 32-s and

Magazine - Literary Supplement of “Tfilisis Utskebatani"

The idea that the men of the 32-s weren’t going to leave the action
within the narrow secret-conspiratorial frame may be seen very well from
the fact that for the purpose of organizing people and their mass involve-
ment in the movement they founded the magazine — Literary Supplement
of “Tfilisis Utskebatani”. The leaders of the movement launched their
activities on two fronts: one of them was a secret organization, where only
the representatives of the trusted brotherhood were accepted and the other
one was the front where they tried to involve the broader society into po-
litical events, to deepen their ideological awareness and patriotism, and to
advocate the whole community.

§ 5.The Results of the 1832 Political

Movement and its Historical Value

1. This movement was the first organized form of Georgian peo-
ple’s struggle against Russia: its leaders tried with the help of secret or-
ganizations and national-ideological propaganda, in contrast to the pre-
vious spontaneous uprisings, to give a new form to their struggle and
thus gain more chance to win. 2. The movement was political, national-
liberating, nationwide and not “noblemen-aristocratic” one, as they often
value it. Although its organizers were mainly representatives of the aris-
tocracy, but its main leaders (S. Dodashvili, P. Kiknadze) were not from
the highest social layer, and the aristocracy perceived their leadership
quite naturally; 3. The political events of 1832 are defined as the “Plot
of Noblemen” in Georgian and Russian historiography, which is not
correct: this is a part of Georgian nation's liberation struggle, the final
stage of the multi-year war between Russia and Georgia when the lead-
ers of the movement used many new methods, among them: establish-
ment of secret organizations, propaganda of national ideas through press
and agitation and others; 4. The 1832 political movement may be called
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as: Conspiratorial Movement (Dimitri Shvelidze), National-liberation
Political Movement, Anti-Russian Movement in Georgia as part of
Georgia-Russia War; The Act of 1832 exposed the courage and self-
sacrifice of Georgian people for protection of their own homeland (en-
tering into the war doomed to be defeated, readiness for unequal com-
bat), as well as, collaborationism, the syndrome of lying and betrayal,
which was revealed well in the testimonies of the questioned people, the
low level of national awareness that later Georgian men of the sixties
tried to improve; 6. Intelligentsia, which was involved in the 1832 con-
spiratorial movement was mostly dualized, diffident, nationally unsta-
ble, but its leaders, especially Solomon Dodashvili, were not dualized;
Dodashvili was ready to do everything he could do for Georgian state-
hood and even if it was needed, to sacrifice himself to the country with-
out hesitation. 7. The type of the restored Georgian state planned by the
Plotters - the Constitutional (Parliamentary) Monarchy and the Republic
- both at that time were the progressive form of state and demonstrates
the educated and progressive national thinking of Georgian figures. 8.
The reason of failure of the movement was primarily the power of Rus-
sian Empire, less unity of Georgian people and lack of readiness to fight
against the enemy with the united front, the duality and indifferentism of
the society, lack of stable and faithful people compared to the number of
traitors; 9. Actually, the 1832 events played great role in the history of
Georgian national-liberation struggle.

Chapter VII. 1841 Guria Rebellion
§ 1.Abolition of Guria Principality and Political Situation in
Guria in the First Quarter of the XIX Century.

In this part of the paper is shown what kind of political intrigues
and escalation of internal confrontation was used by Russian military
circles to abolish Gurian Principality. In Guria the population was
also split into two parts: Russia's supporters and opponents. The civil
confrontation among them, like in all small state units of Georgia
(royal-principalities) occupied by Russia, caused irreparable damage
to the unity of Georgian society, national interests. Many people left
their homeland forever, and a number of people became the victims
of repressions.
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§ 2. The Reasons of Guria Rebellion,
the Progress and the Consequences
The main reason for the revolt was the strict regime established
after the abolition of the principality, the ruthlessness of Russian of-
ficials and law towards Gurian population, and social-economic and
national-political problems. People fought self-sacrificed to restore
their breached rights. However, this revolt like the previous ones
ended without any result.

General Conclusions
1. From the beginning of XIX century, since 1802, as soon as Rus-
sian governance showed its most despotic face, Georgians were in-
volved in the unequal war against Russia and thus tried to correct
that diplomatic failure experienced by Georgian politicians with Rus-
sian orientation; 2. Different social classes and layers of Georgian
nation were involved in this Great War to restore the sovereign
rights, searching class grounds in this war is unjustified as this was
only a provoking moment in the expansion of the war scales and not
the only reason for the people involved in the unequal war. 3. The
first revolt, known as Klemenchuri, shaped as a war in 1802, was a
big contradictory movement; s famous paper of Georgian’s strug-
gling for independence. It actually laid the foundation of the national
liberation movement in Georgia in the first half of the 19™ century. 4.
The revolt of Georgian mountain-dwellers in 1804 was a heroic part
of the universal-public war waged by Georgian people against Rus-
sians in the early 19", It showed the best example of self-sacrifice,
disobedience and an act of rebellion against the slavery. It became a
moral lesson for the next generation of Georgian people. 5. Imereti’s
revolt of 1810 primarily was an universal-public act, courageous
fight of outraged people against aggressive policy of Russia, in-
tended for the liberation, restoration of justice and maintaining inde-
pendence of the Country. 6. All single revolts against Russia of the
first half of the 19" century were the expression of common spirit of
Georgian people and not a local movement. It was well demonstrated
by Kakhetian revolt of 1812-1813. This two-year war was an exam-
ple of the nation’s self-sacrificing struggle against invaders. The re-
volt showed the greatest desire of Georgians to protect national inter-
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ests. 7. By Imeretian revolt of 1819-1820, Georgian people once
more demonstrated rebellion against national oppression and proved
the existence of people devoted to their homeland. 8. Political
movement against Russia in 1832 took the organized form of fight of
Georgians against Russia for the first time. It was a political, na-
tional-liberating, universal-public act - not a “noble-aristocratic”, as
it was often considered. It demonstrated the courage and self-
sacrifice of Georgian people to protect their homeland. 9. Guria re-
volt of 1841 was the last struggle of insulted and oppressed people. It
showed what proud and self-respected people are able to do when
their dignity and pride are humiliated. 10. Revolts of the first half of
the 19" century represented culminating manifestations of the long
war of Georgian people against Russian Empire. Within periods be-
tween revolts, there was a constant anti-Russian sentiment demon-
strating variously and thus the national-liberation struggle against
Russian colonialism did not show down within the time.
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